LOUISIANA WILDLIFE & FISHERIES COMMISSION MEETING

January 9, 1997

Secretary Jenkins: Mr. Chairman?

Chairman ﬁabin: Yes sir.

Secretary Jenkins: Can I make a couple remarks?
Chairman Babin: Yes sir.

Secretary Jenkins: These division reports, ... Second thing
is from listening to this hydrilla report, I mean, I have not heard
it before and I think that is a very serious matter and I think it
is more than just a Wildlife and Fisheries problem. I think that
probably we might ought to be the initiating agency, but I think we
ought to talk about doing something on a statewide level and get
some serious funds together and make the legislature and Governor
aware of this problem because it looks like it is something that
could devour us if we don’t do something about it. And, if ya’ll
agree, maybe we can put something together at a future Commission
meeting and get ya’ll to adopt a resolution of some sort to support
that, if you think it is a good idea. And the last little thing I
want to say is just, back on the oyster business a minute...

Chairman Babin: Mr. Jenkins, let me ask you one thing,
getting back to the hydrilla. You mentioned Wildlife and Fisheries
being the start up agency to try and get some state funds, it was
mentioned that it is against federal statute also to transport
hydrilla from state to state, would it not be possible then to get
some federal funds? '

Secretary Jenkins: Yes, I guess it would be, Mr. Babin. We
can investigate that, I don’t know if other states are getting
federal funds are not.

Chairman Babin: They have a lot more money than the state
does.

Secretary Jenkins: But apparently it is taking hold here and
I can tell you we don’t have the money in this Department to handle
it, not to come close. So, maybe we will handle it with more money
or maybe another agency or somebody else will do it. But, its
hunting and fishing and boating and navigation and a lot of things
could be affected by this, and I think it is a serious enough
problem. We’ve got some information on it, we ought to be the ones
to put it on the legislature.

Commissioner Carver: I have seen hydrilla at its worst in
Florida years ago. We are talking 25 years ago, nearly 25 years
ago at Orange Lake. And, if you don’t think it is serious, then
you just look at some of these places, it is a very serious



problem. And, as far as the Division Reports, I enjoy them. 1In
fact I have requested two for next meeting, different areas.

Secretary Jenkins: Okay, well if anybody else wants to hear
a subject matter, well give us a little notice and we will try to
get it to you. And, when I say hydrilla, I’m sure there are more
than just hydrilla, there are other aquatic plants that we probably
need to pay attention to too and we just kind of put them all in
the same basket and try to get ...

Commissioner Carver: Yes, but hydrilla is the new kid on the
block and he is mean.

Commissioner Cormier: So, Jimmy, the Department is going to
continue looking in it, you made a recommendation.

Secretary Jenkins: Well I’m going to, you know, I mean, I’m
just thinking out loud right now. But what I intend to do after
this meeting is try to get together with these folks, get all the
facts and figures together, maybe take this presentation and
shorten it a little bit, I noticed you were a little sleepy over
there early when it was going, I’m just kidding you. No, and maybe
put it in some kind of presentable form for people that write the
checks and at least we have put them on notice, we have said there
is a problem we need to do something about it. I would hate for
somebody to come back in two or three years and said ya’ll knew all
this stuff and didn’t tell us a darn thing about it, you know, so
we need to tell them about it.

Commissioner Cormier: Well I was just wondering, you made
mention about it, but Mr. Babin has not said yes, continue on with
it.

Secretary Jenkins: Well, you know, I would get something
together maybe by the next meeting and we could have some sort of
resolution ya’ll could adopt to support this thing for us and maybe
go forward with it.

Chairman Babin: That is what I was going to ask you to do,
get some information for the next meeting or, if that’s too soon
for the following meeting.

Secretary Jenkins: Next meeting? John is doing this (nodding
yes).

Chairman Babin: Okay, good.
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING
OF
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

Thursday, January 9, 1997

Chairman Glynn Carver presiding.

Jerald Hanchey
Perry Gisclair
Joseph Cormier
Daniel Babin
Tom Gattle

Secretary James H. Jenkins, Jr. was also present.
Commissioner McCall was absent from the meeting.

Chairman Carver noted a new member was appointed to the
Commission and then asked Secretary Jenkins to introduce him.
Secretary Jenkins stated Mr. Tom Gattle, replacing Commissioner
Schneider, was an avid outdoorsman and businessman from Lake
Providence, Louisiana. He felt Mr. Gattle was a good
conservationist and was glad to have him on the Commission.
Commissioner Gattle stated he was glad to be appointed to the
Commission. He then asked for patience due to unfamiliarity with
the workings of the Commission or Department. He stated he looked
forward to meeting everyone and getting to know everyone.

Chairman Carver called for a motion for approval of the
December 5, 1996 Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was
made by Commissioner Babin and seconded by Commissioner Gisclair.
The motion passed with no opposition.

Election of cChairman and Vice-Chairman began with Chairman
Carver stating the By-Laws of the Commission preclude him from
being nominated for Chairman. He expressed his appreciation to the
other Commission members and Department for the efforts made so the
meetings would run smoothly. Chairman Carver then expressed his
appreciation to Ms. Susan Hawkins and Mr. Don Puckett. A copy of
recommended procedures for the election was included in the
packets. Commissioner Babin made a motion to adopt the recommended
procedures and .it was seconded by Commissioner Hanchey.
Commissioner Gisclair asked if the decision was needed now to have
the election viva voce or roll call? Mr. Puckett stated the
Commission could decide then how they wanted to vote. Commissioner
Gisclair made a substitute motion for the voting to occur with a
show of hands. Commissioner Cormier seconded the motion and it
passed with no opposition. Before nominations were taken, Chairman
Carver stated as soon as a new Chairman was elected, he immediately
takes over the meeting. Commissioner Hanchey made the nomination



of Mr. Danny Babin as Chairman. Commissioner Cormier made a motion
to close nominations and it was seconded by Commissioner Hanchey.
The motion passed with no opposition. Commissioner Babin was
elected Chairman by acclimation, stated Mr. Puckett. Chairman
Babin thanked the other members for the vote of confidence. Then
Chairman Babin asked for nominations for Vice-Chairman.
Commissioner Cormier made the nomination of Mr. Perry Gisclair for
Vice-Chairman. Commissioner Gisclair was elected Vice-Chairman by
acclimation.

Donation to Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Foundation by the
Bayou State Bowhunters began with Mr. Hugh Bateman announcing the
great cooperation with the Department by the Bowhunters
Association. He then asked Mr. Mike Colvin to come forward to make
a presentation. Mr. Colvin stated he was proud to represent the
Bayou State Bowhunters Association in making the presentation. The
funds raised were from hard work and the commitment of a number of
members from throughout the State. The shoot this year was held on
Loggy Bayou and Sherburne Wildlife Management Areas. Mr. Colvin
expressed gratitude to Mr. Steve Hebert and Mr. John Sturgis who
worked with the Department. A check in the amount of $677.70 was
presented for improvements on the Loggy Bayou campground. The
check for the Sherburne WMA was for $2,185.26 and will be dedicated
for the telemetry turkey study on the area.

A Notice of Intent on the Experimental Dove Field Leasing
Program was given by Mr. Fred Kimmel. The Notice of Intent would
establish rules for the dove leasing program. In 1994 this program
began in response to decreasing opportunities for public dove
hunting. The program leases private agricultural lands for one day
hunts, generally the opening day of the split. An administrative
fee is charged to offset the cost of the leases. If a violation
should occur with this growing program, the rules would give the
Department the opportunity of issuing a citation. The rules are
intendéd to meet two objectives: to provide a safe and orderly
hunt for the hunters and to protect the landowners property. A
brief summary of the proposed rules was then given by Mr. Kimmel.
Commissioner Carver asked how many people participated in the
program and was the Department anticipating leasing more land this
year? .Commissioner Gisclair asked what is the time frame for the
lease and was it only for dove hunting? Commissioner Cormier asked
if there was a minimum amount of acres a landowner possessed?
Commissioner Carver asked if there were any liabilities that might
be overlooked? Mr. Kimmel stated discussions were held with the
Legal staff and the consensus was the potential liability would be
similar to that on the Wildlife Management Areas. Mr. Hugh Bateman
stated his staff checked other states that have had successful
programs and used their experiences in having the trial hunts. He
then stated he has not heard of or known of any liability problems
that have resulted from this type program. Mr. Bateman also added
the Department would be happy to include any suggestions that could
help alleviate any exposure to liability. Commissioner Carver
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suggested the liability issue might be looked at further down the
road. Mr. Puckett stated there is some potential exposure and also
there is a statute that applies to landowners that provides
immunity from liability. Commissioner Hanchey made a motion to
accept the Notice of Intent and it was seconded by Commissioner
Cormier. The motion passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Notice of
Intent 1is made a part of the
record.)

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq., the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby give notice of its intent to promulgate
rules governing hunting on property leased for public dove hunting
by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part XIX. Hunting
Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Seasons
§107. Experimental Dove Field Leasing Program

A, In recognition of the popularity of dove hunting and the
lack of lands available to the general public for dove hunting, the
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission establishes rules for an
experimental public dove hunting program on private lands leased by
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

B. The following rules will apply to those lands which dove
hunting rights have been leased by the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries for the day(s) specified in the lease.

1. All hunters are redquired to have a daily permit.
This permit will be available at the field on the day of the hunt.
Permits will be issued on a first come - first serve basis. An
administrative fee may be charged for daily permits.

2. Leased fields may be closed to additional hunters
when a predetermined number of permits have been issued. However,
additional hunters may be admitted throughout the day as hunters
leave the field and surrender their pernits.



3. No alcoholic beverages may be consumed or possessed
on the leased property. Persons who appear to be impaired or under
the influence of alcohol or other controlled substances will be
denied access to the field(s).

4. Shot larger than size 7 1/2 is prohibited.
5. Only mourning doves may be taken.

6. Loaded firearms are prohibited in vehicles or at
check stations.

7. Persons exhibiting unsafe gun handling shall be
removed from the field(s).

8. Vehicles are restricted to designated areas or
roads.

9. No 1littering. Each hunter 1is responsible for
removing his/her trash, including shell hulls, from the leased
property.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:783
and 56:109B. _

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and
the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the
fiscal and economic impact statement, the filing of the notice of
intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may comment on the proposed rule in writing
to Mr. Hugh Bateman, Administrator, Wildlife Division, Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
until 4:30 p.m., Tuesday, March 4, 1997.

Danny Babin
Chairman

Chairman Babin requested that the next item, Discussion of
Notice of Non-Renewal of Oyster Leases and Oyster Lease Moratorium,
be placed on the agenda. He was contacted by representatives of
the oyster industry to discuss renewal of leases. Chairman Babin
asked Mr. Mike Voisin to present their concerns. Mr. Mike Voisin,
an oyster farmer, began by stating the oyster industry has
supported saving the coast of Louisiana for the past 50 years.
Oyster farming began back in the late 1800’s under Governor Murphy
Foster’s administration with the creation of the current oyster
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leasing system. The leasing system now comprises approximately
400,000 acres of private and over 1 million acres of public oyster
bottoms. The total economic impact from the oyster industry is
more than $100 million per year and generates 10,000 jobs, directly
and indirectly for south Louisiana. A packet of information was
presented to each Commissioner. The packet contained a bill from
the 1995 Legislature that said leasing of state waterbottoms should
be done with hold harmless clauses; a list of members of the Oyster
Coastal Restoration Mitigation Committee; leaseholder options for
oyster lease mitigation from coastal restoration areas; a copy of
the current lease used by the Department which contains a hold
harmless clause; a record of Congressional Hearing asking for a
credit against in-kind share of the Davis Pond project; a letter to
the Governor, Secretary of DNR and DWF and Mr. Len Bahr relating to
the Department considering not renewing oyster leases; a Notice of
Non-Renewal of Oyster Leases which was sent to the 75 leaseholders
listed in the packet; a letter to the coastal mitigation committee
which would have developed a legislative packet; and a letter to
the Governor and Mr. Bahr from the oyster industry and farmers who
participated in the mitigation committee resigning from the
committee and asking it be disbanded. Mr. Voisin asked that the
non-renewal of oyster leases in coastal restoration areas be
rescinded and the leaseholders be given the right to fair treatment
that is not outside a process the other leaseholders would
participate in. He further stated that there would be legislation
passed this year and policies developed. Also, Mr. Voisin asked
that the moratorium be lifted since the leaseholders have the
ability to move their product, substrate and improvements and be
able to take in new areas to put their products down on. The
problem with the 75 leaseholders is setting a terrible precedent
for the industry as a whole, stated Mr. Voisin. Commissioner
Carver asked how big is the industry and how long has the leasing
program been in effect? Then he asked who sets the amount per acre
for the leasing and has it always been $2 per acre? Mr. Voisin
stated the legislature sets the leasing rate. Then Commissioner
Carver asked how much does it cost for the Department to operate
the leases and was it at a break even point? Secretary Jenkins
stated, when he was on the Commission, it was costing the
Department approximately $3.5 million over a three year period more
than what was taken in to operate the oyster leases. Mr. Voisin
explained an oyster lease was a barren waterbottom that was created
by moving substrate and oysters onto it and then within three to
five years later you could have a harvestable product. Every
aspect of oyster farming was hard work from the ground up to when
you can eat them, stated Mr. Voisin. Commissioner Carver stated he
asked for informational reasons and felt the oyster leasing should
be at a break even point for the Department. Chairman Babin asked
if the decision to not renew the leases was based on the $2 figure
or other reasons? Secretary Jenkins stated the leases are for 15
years and the Department is not obligated to renew them even if
improvements are made on the lease. The overall effort of the
State is a commitment to coastal restoration which generally
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resulted in freshwater diversions and in oysters not growing. An
agreement with Department of Natural Resources has been entered
into and the Department is obligated not to lease in areas DNR
designates the freshwater will be in. Commissioner Gisclair stated
he was under the impression when DNR made their presentation there
would be a place to relocate the leases and then asked where did
that stand now? Mr. Phil Bowman stated Department staff and DNR
staff have been working with oyster industry representatives to
develop a mitigation program which is becoming a very complex
issue. A workshop was conducted which resulted in a model that
would place a numerical value on the proposed impacted lease areas
and relocation areas. Several versions of legislation have been
drafted for the implementation of the mitigation process and it was
hoped by the time the session begins, all parties could be united..
Commissioner Gisclair stated the timetable he was given in May 1996
was not the same as what was being discussed now. Then he asked if
the oyster farmers could move their oysters off the lease and were
they given any notice? Mr. Don Puckett stated the farmers were
given until July 1, 1997 to move their improvements off the lease.
Commissioner Gisclair then asked if there would be any areas
designated to move the oysters to from the affected areas.
Chairman Babin stated with the passage of the moratorium, the
oyster farmers can not only not renew their lease, but they do not
have the opportunity to get a new lease. Then he asked if the
legislative process would give the Secretary authority to grant
short term leases? Mr. Puckett stated the short term leases were
discussed and both DNR and Wildlife and Fisheries support that
option. Then he informed the Commission there are four lawsuits
filed by oyster lessees against the State claiming damages for

coastal restoration, specifically freshwater diversions. The
Department has to minimize its liability and the non-renewal of
oyster leases was one way to do that. Chairman Babin asked, if

legislation was passed this upcoming session granting the short
term leases, then would the affected leaseholders not be impacted?
Mr. Puckett stated the short term lease could be something the
Department could look into. Commissioner Cormier stated the legal
problem was if a 15 year lease was given and the freshwater
diversion went into effect, the Department would have to buy out
the farmer for the remainder of his time. The Department has their
hands tied because they can not offer the leaseholders a one, two
or three year lease. Secretary Jenkins stated the problem could be
solved if the Department could change the terms of the lease. Mr.
Voisin stated the Legislature has dealt with the problem with a
bill stating a hold harmless clause would be included in the
renewals. The legislation did not say it would not renew leases.
Mr. Voisin felt the Department was. being unfair to the 75
leaseholders and the problem would be resolved through an options
packet being legislated this coming session. The Department has
not done the fair and equitable thing for the citizens of the State
and oyster farming industry in south Louisiana, stated Mr. Voisin.



Mr. Ralph Pausina, President of Louisiana Oyster Dealers and
Growers Association, stated the 15 year leases began with 10 year
renewals because some of the leases were made with transients. 1In
order to make a farming operation, you would need a stable
environment, stable product and stable sales. Mr. Pausina
explained the different steps that are required to get a farming
operation going. Then he stated his Association asked him to ask
several questions to which they would like a response. These
questions included: Does the Secretary have the authority and
right to issue letters of non-renewal; does the Secretary have the
authority to tell a citizen of Louisiana that he can remove oysters
from unleased waterbottoms; does the Secretary have the authority
to tell a citizen he can remove substrate from the waterbottoms;
and does the Secretary have the authority to reserve unleased
waterbottom for a specific purpose; and a moral question concerning
giving the 6 month timeframe to remove improvements. Chairman
Babin stated the Commission does not have the authority to do
anything, but this was a legal issue. To answer the question of
whether the Secretary has the authority, Chairman Babin felt he did
and further stated the Commission could not over rule that.
Commissioner Gisclair asked about Act 1362 and if he was reading
correctly that no lessee could hold any loss, claims of loss or
damages? Mr. Puckett stated a hold harmless clause has been placed
in all leases and a Temporary Restraining Order has been issued to
prevent the Department from issuing leases with the hold harmless
clause in it. With this in effect, the Department is not issuing
any leases. Commissioner Gisclair asked if there is something that
supersedes State law? Mr. Puckett stated the Plaintiffs are
raising Constitutional challenges to the placement of the hold
harmless clause in the lease.

Mr. Wilson Voisin, Jr., Chairman of the Louisiana Oyster Task
Force, began by thanking Secretary Jenkins for recognizing the huge
and substantial investments in their leases. He stated the real
concern from all leaseholders was where would this lead to and the
uncertainty of not knowing what leases would fall within certain
projects each year. He thought this really discouraged investment
into the waterbottoms and that raised the possibility that the
oyster industry would be gone. Chairman Babin stated this was an
issue that could not be resolved today and that the Commission can
not know about everything that goes on. He asked that the
Commission be kept informed of what follows.

Rule Ratification for the Special Bait Dealer’s Permit was
presented by Mr. Brandt Savoie. This rule would allow the
fishermen to have two gallons of dead bait on board. There have
been no public comments received on the proposed rule. Mr. Savoie
then asked for a motion to adopt the rule. Commissioner Cormier
made a motion to adopt the rule and it was seconded by Commissioner
Carver. The motion passed with no opposition.



(The full text of the Rule is made a
part of the record.)

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby amend the
regulations governing the Special Bait Dealer‘’s Permit (LAC
76:VII.329). Authority for adoption of this rule is included in
R.S. 56:497(C).

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

LT B

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishing

§329. Special Bait Dealer’s Permit

* * *
c. Operations
* * *
3. No more than two gallons of dead shrimp may be

aboard the vessel while it is operating under the permit. All dead
shrimp in excess of two gallons must be immediately returned to the
water. Shrimp dying in onshore holding facilities may be sold for
bait use only, in lots not to exceed 16 ounces in weight.

* * %

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated 1in accordance with R.S.
56:497(C) .

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 3:210 (April
1977), amended LR 15:867 (October 1989), LR 19:215 (February 1993),
LR 23: (January 1997).

Danny Babin
Chairman

A Declaration of Emergency for Adjustment to the 1996/97
Oyster Seasons on the Public Grounds was given by Mr. Ron Dugas.
The law allows the Commission to extend the oyster season past
April 1 if circumstances warrant. The proposed extension would be
from April 1 through April 30 and was the result of a massive
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health closure. The area of the extension would be for all grounds
except two areas, one on the east side of the Mississippi and the
other in the Terrebonne system, that would close February 1, 1997.
Commissioner Gisclair asked if Sister Lake would close in the
Terrebonne system? Commissioner Gattle asked if the public grounds
being discussed was different from the 400,000 acres of leased
waterbottoms? Chairman Babin asked Mr. Dugas to read the Therefore
Be It Resolved portion of the Resolution. Commissioner Carver made
a motion to accept the Resolution and it was seconded by
Commissioner Hanchey. The motion passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution is
made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

Managerial Adjustment to the Remaining Portion of the 96/97
Oyster Season on the Public Grounds

Adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

January 9, 1997

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day which
in 1996 was September 4, and

WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the "Public Oyster Seed Grounds
and Oyster Seed Reservations" were surveyed and the
available supply and size variation has been determined,
and

WHEREAS, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission established the
96/97 season on the "Louisiana Public Oyster Seed Grounds
and the Sister Lake, Hackberry Bay and Bay Gardene Oyster
Seed Reservations"” not currently under lease to open one-
half hour before sunrise on September 4, 1996, and
established the season in Calcasieu Lake, and

WHEREAS, these areas are scheduled to close on April 1, 1997, and

WHEREAS, there are provisions under R.S. 56:433 B(l1) for
extensions through May 15th of each season after
considering the recommendations of the Oyster Task Force,
and R.S. 56:433E allows for adjustments to the season,
and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:6(25)(a) allows the Commission, through its
Secretary, to set seasons, times and places, based on
biological and technical data for all fish for the
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purposes of management of fishery species for the maximum
continuing social and economic benefit to the State
without over fishing, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Oyster Task Force members were presented
with these recommendations at the December 12, 1996
meeting and voted in favor of the recommendation, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Sister Lake Oyster Seed
Reservation shall close effective at 5 p.m. February 1,
1997 and remain closed for the remainder of the 96/97
public oyster season; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an area on the Breton Sound Public
Oyster Seed Ground, Plaquemines Parish, inside a line
running from the marker at Bayou Terre Boeufs, south to
Snake Island, then to Lonesome Island, to Bell Island,
south to the land mass on the south side of Bay Crabe,
including the public grounds in Bay Gardene, Bay Crabe
shall close at 5 p.m. February 1, 1997 and remain closed
for the remainder of the season, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the open season on all of the
remaining portions of the public grounds with the
exception of Calcasieu Lake public tonging reef shall be
extended to April 30, 1997 at 5 p.m., and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency
action, if necessary, to close areas 1if oyster
mortalities are occurring or to delay the season or close
areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good
probability of survival, or where it is found that there
are excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT. FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the
) authority to take emergency action to reopen areas
previously closed if the threat to the resource has

ended.
Danny Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife & Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under the
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authority of R.S. 56:6(25)(a), R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:435.1,
notice is hereby given that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
hereby declare:

1. That the Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservation shall close
effective February 1, 1997 at 5 p.m. and remain closed for the
remainder of the 96/97 public oyster season.

2. That an area on the Breton Sound Public Oyster Seed Ground
inside a line running from the marker at Bayou Terre Boeufs, south
to Snake Island, then to Lonesome Island, to Bell Island, south to
the land mass on the south side of Bay Crabe, including the public
grounds in Bay Gardene, Bay Crabe shall close on February 1, 1997
at 5 p.m. and remain closed for the remainder of the season.

3. That the open season on all of the remaining portions of
the public grounds with the exception of Calcasieu Lake public
tonging reef shall be extended to April 30, 1997 at 5 p.m.

Danny Babin
Chairman

The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for December was given by
Col. Winton Vidrine. The following numbers of citations were
issued during the month of December.

Region I - Minden - 102 citations.

Region II - Monroe - 81 citations.

Region III - Alexandria - 243 citations.

Region IV - Ferriday - 145 citations.

Region V - Lake Charles - 156 citations.

Region VI - Opelousas - 180 citations.

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 230 citations.

Region VIII - New Orleans - 204 citationé.

Region IX - Thibodaux - 222 citations.

Oyster Strike Force - 41 citations.

Statewide Strike Force - 40 citations.

Seafood Investigative Strike Force - 30 citations.
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The aviation report for December 1996 showed enforcement
pilots flew three airplanes a total of 76.2 hours for enforcement
and 19.8 hours for other divisions and a total of 24 citations were
issued. The grand total of citations issued statewide for the
month of December was 1,674. Commissioner Carver expressed his
appreciation for the cases made in Sabine Parish for night hunting.
Chairman Babin asked if any cases had been made on the over 100
count for shrimp? Then he encouraged the agents to check shrimp
boats because he had seen small shrimp coming in.

The first Division Report to be given was from Dr. Lyle Soniat
on New Information & Education Programs, He began noting that
20,400 students received hunter education certification, 1,500
passed the bow hunter education course in 1996 and over 13,700
students attended aquatic education clinics and workshops. A rough
copy of the Internet web page was presented to each Commissioner
and then discussed by Dr. Soniat. A new program, Fun Camp-Families
Understanding Nature-is intended for single parents with children.
A loaner program of rods and reels and bait kits is available for
youths to check out from the library. The marketing program was
also going through an upgrading and revamping. Then Dr. Soniat
showed a sample knife that would be available with the Department
logo commemorating the 75th year of the Conservationist magazine.
Commissioner Carver asked what will be the selling price for the
knife? Dr. Soniat stated it would be sold to the public for $150.
Another new program targeted for fifth grade students was the
teaching of basic environmental skills and concepts. Commissioner
Carver asked if anyone with the Department does any work with the
Tourist Commission or were there any plans for the future?
Commissioner Cormier asked Dr. Soniat for his phone number so a
school principal from Lafayette could reach him.

The next report, Hydrilla in Louisiana, began with Mr. Bennie
Fontenot stating there is a real problem and possible pending
disaster with this plant in Louisiana. Mr. Richard Brassette,
Aquatic Plant Research & Control Section, gave a slide presentation
on the biology, invasion and prognosis of hydrilla. Hydrilla, a
plant introduced by the aquarium industry, has infestations that
continue to expand throughout the United States. The plant can
clog drainage and irrigation canals, can prevent boating access for
fishing and other recreational activities, can impede commercial
navigation, can replace more desirable native plants, can degrade
water quality and decrease property values. In July 1973, the
plant was first reported in Spanish Lake in Iberia Parish and has
since become established in numerous waterbodies throughout the
state. The growth of hydrilla was next explained by Mr. Brassette.
The plant can grow in depths up to 50 feet and thrive in a variety
of water conditions. Also explained'was the reproduction cycle of
hydrilla. Once hydrilla is established, eradication is practically
impossible. Several options are available to control the plant
such as herbicides, mechanical removal, biological control and lake
drawdowns. The advantages and disadvantages of each option were
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discussed. The most effective method of hydrilla control is with
the sterile triploid grass carp. Lakes currently undergoing
drawdown procedures for hydrilla control include Lake Bistineau,
Chicot Lake, Henderson Lake and Spring Bayou. A very conservative
estimate of 30,000 acres was the reported infestation of hydrilla.
Mr. Brassette felt hydrilla would never be eradicated from
ILouisiana and a concerted effort should be made to educate the
public to the danger of introducing exotic species to Louisiana’s
water resources.

An unidentified speaker asked Mr. Fontenot about the triploid
grass carp stocked in Caney Lake. Mr. Fontenot stated the
Department is trying to remove the carp from Caney Lake now. Then
he noted a division report would be presented at the next
Commission Meeting on Caney Lake.

Mr. Tony Vidrine gave a slide presentation on the 0il Spill at
Attakapas WMA. A well blowout occurred in Union 0il No. 1 Canal on
November 26, 1996. On December 1, 1996, oil condensate and brine
was sprayed into the canal and surrounding forested areas.
Approximately 4,000 to 4,500 barrels was sprayed into the
environment until it was capped on December 5, 1996. The clean up
began as soon as it was capped and would continue for another three
months. Approximately 20 acres were heavily soiled and another 300
acres received light to moderate oiling. There were no reported
dead wildlife in the area, but there were a few dead fish in the
canals. A Natural Resource Damage Assessment may be pursued in the
future depending on the final results. Commissioner Carver asked
what percent of the oil could be cleaned up from both the water and
the land? Mr. Vidrine stated the canals have been 95 percent
cleaned up and it was undeterminable on the forested lands.

Secretary Jenkins stated the division reports would continue
if the Commission agreed. He felt the hydrilla was a very serious
matter and was more than just a Wildlife and Fisheries matter and
felt the Legislature and Governor should be made aware of the
possible impacts. Then on the oyster issue, he said there are
365,000 acres of oyster leases and the 75 farmers that were
discussed earlier in the meeting only represents 1 percent of those
acres. Chairman Babin asked, with it being prohibited to transport
hydrilla from state to state, would it be possible to obtain
federal funds also? Commissioner Carver stated he has seen
hydrilla at its worst 25 years ago in Florida. Then he stated he
enjoyed the division reports and asked that two areas be reported
on at the next Commission meeting. Commissioner Cormier asked if
the Department would continue looking into the matter of the
hydrilla? Chairman Babin asked that some information be gathered
for the next meeting or the following meeting?

Chairman Babin then asked if there were any Public Comments.
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Mr. Hugh Smith, Baton Rouge, stated many duck hunters from the
east zone have been disappointed this year with the numbers in
Louisiana. He found out that 82 percent of the ducks were still in
Missouri and southwest Illinois. He then asked the Department to
prepare paperwork seeking an extension of 10 to 14 days in the east
zone from the Federal Government. Then Mr. Smith asked about the
regulation on creeping geese. He explained how the goose
population was in danger of a tremendous die-off. Secretary
Jenkins stated he had no objection to the extension especially
after the expectations that were given. Commissioner Carver
stated, due to the hot weather, he would like the deer season
extended. Commissioner Hanchey also stated, if you request an
extension for the east zone, why not include the west zone? Mr.
Hugh Bateman stated Mr. Robert Helm would provide a complete report
at the next Commission meeting. After the hunting season was over,
hunter success would probably be better than most states. Also,
the hunting from southeast Louisiana was reported as being
exceptional. Secretary Jenkins stated if the information presented
by Mr. Smith could be verified, he would seek an extension. Both
Commissioner Hanchey and Commissioner Cormier asked the extension
be for both the east and west zones.

Mrs. Marilyn Rotolo, Louisiana Seafood Management Council,
stated they had one of the greatest hunting seasons in Venice in
the last 10 years. Then she asked if the Council could receive a
copy of assessment reports that are due to the legislature in
accordance with Act 1316. Mr. John Roussel stated the reports are
due to the legislature by March 1st, so a presentation would be
made at the February Commission Meeting. Secretary Jenkins stated
he did not feel the reports should be sent out until the Commission
has a chance to review and approve them. Commissioner Cormier felt
Secretary Jenkins was correct in that the reports should not be
sent out while still in draft form. Mrs. Rotolo stated the Council
wanted the reports only after they are approved.

Qommissioner Gisclair stated the Commission has been involved
in a lawsuit, and asked that copies of the summary judgement, and
the basis for the judgement be provided to the Commission. Mr. Don
Puckett stated the Department has not received anything in writing
on the judgement in the case, Marceaux vs. State of Louisiana, et.
al. The judgement was awarded in favor of the Plaintiff and an
appeal will be taken. Commissioner Gisclair then asked if the
members were identified in the class action suit and what would be
the total dollar figure? Secretary Jenkins stated one gquestion
that needs to be answered is, will interest need to be paid. Mr.
Puckett stated interest would be a big factor in determining. a
total figure.

Chairman Babin reminded everyone the next Commission meeting
would be held on February 6, 1997 at 10:00 a.m. He then stated
there was discussion to move the time from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
and asked the pleasure of the Commission. Commissioner Gisclair
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made a motion to change the time for the February 6 meeting to 1:00
p.m. and it was seconded by Commissioner Carver. The motion passed
with opposition from Commissioner Gattle and Commissioner Cormier.

There being no further business, Commissioner Cormier made a
motion to Adjourn the meeting.

Jam . Adenkins, Jr.
Secretary
JHJ :sch
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING  ((gin0 o, modle 1/29/‘}’)

OF
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

Thursday, January 9, 1997

Chairman Glynn Carver presiding.

Jerald Hanchey
Perry Gisclair
Joseph Cormier
Daniel Babin
Tom Gattle

Secretary James H. Jenkins, Jr. was also present.

Commissioner McCall was absent from the meeting.
, perde .

Chairman Carver noted a new pexrsen was appointed to the
Commission and then asked Secretary Jenkins to introduce himn.
Secretary Jenkins stated Mr. Tom Gattle, replacing§£2¥Ei§§;gnen-J¢””
SSE9gidQEL&,zgi&hiﬂ._EXig_—QEEg;;;Sman and busines rom Lake

Tovidence, ouilsiana. He felt Mr. Gattle was a good
conservationist and td&eke was glad to have him on the Commission.
Commissioner Gattle stated he was glad to be appointed to the —Z
Commission. He then asked for patience due to unfamiliarity ef’fﬁé“l%i)%é
workings of the Commission or Department. He stated he looked
forward to meeting everyone and getting to know everyone.

Chairman Carver called for a motion for approval of the
December 5, 1996 Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was
made by Commissioner Babin and seconded by Commissioner Gisclair.
The motion passed with no opposition.

Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman began with Chairman
Carver stating the By-Laws of the Commission preclude him from
being nominated for Chairman. He expressed his appreciation to the
other Commission members and Department for the efforts made so the
meetings would run smoothly. Chairman Carver then expressed his
appreciation to Ms. Susan Hawkins and Mr. Don Puckett. A copy of
recommended procedures for the ﬁiection was included in the
packets. Commissioner Babin made a motion to adopt the recommended
procedures and it was seconded by Commissioner Hanchey.
Commissioner Gisclair asked if the decision was needed now to have
the election viva voce or roll call? Mr. Puckett stated the
Commission could decide then how they wanted to vote. Commissioner .
Gisclair made a substitute motion for the voting to occur with '
show of hands. Commissioner Cormier seconded the motion andﬁ&iﬁgiia
with no opposition. Before nominations were taken, Chairman Carver
stated as soon as a new Chairman was elected, he immediately takes
over the meeting. Commissioner Hanchey made the nomination of Mr.
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Danny Babin as Ch&ifman. Commissioner Cormier made a motion to
close nominations and it was seconded by Commissioner Hanchey. The
motion passed with no opposition. Commissioner Babin was elected
Chairman by acclimation, stated Mr. Puckett. Chairman Babin
thanked the other members for the vote of confidence. Then
Chairman Babin asked for nominations for Vice-Chairman.
issioner Cormier made the nomination of Mr. Perry Gisclair for
Commissioner Gisclair was elected Vice-

Chairman by accllmatlon

Donation to Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Foundation by the
Bayou State Bowhunters began with Mr. Hugh Bateman announcing the
great cooperation with the Department by the Bowhunters
Association. He then asked Mr. Mike Colvin to come forward to make
a presentation. Mr. Colvin stated he was proud to represent the
Bayou State Bowhunters Association in making the presentation. The
funds raised were from hard work and the commitment of a number of
members from throughout the State. The shoot this year was held o S
Loggy Bayou and Sherburne Wildlife Management Aredf”ﬁ??‘?fﬂﬂqﬁﬂ*
expressed gratitude to Mr. Steve Hebert and Mr. John Sturgis who
worked with the Department. A check in the amount of $677.70 was
presented for improvements on the Loggy Bayou campground. The YV A4
check for the Sherburne WMA was for $2,185.26 and
dedicated for the telemetry turkey study on the area.

A Notice of Intent on the Experimental Dove Field Leasing
Program was given by Mr. Fred Kimmel. The Notice of Intent would
establish rules for the dove leasing program. In 1994 this program
began in response to decreasing opportunities for public dove
hunting. The program leases private agricultural lands for one day
hun@g«generally the opening day of the split. An administrative
fee 1s charged to offset the cost of the leases. If a violation
should occur with this growing program, the rules would give the vy
Department the opportunity of issuing a citation. The rules a A,
intended to meet two objectives:y”§5fE_3ﬁa-TEEE?TY‘EEHE_faf—Eﬁid/‘ 7,
hunters and to protect the landowners property. A brief summary of e
the proposed rules was then given by Mr. Kimmel. Commissioner
Carver asked how many people participated in the program and was
the Department anticipating 1leasing more land this year?
Commissioner Gisclair asked what is the time frame for the lease
and was it only for dove hunting? Commissioner Cormier asked if
there was a minimum amount of acres a landowner possessed?
Commissioner Carver asked if there were any liabilities that might
be overlooked? Mr. Kimmel stated discussions were held with the
staff and the consensus was the potential liability would be
T on the Wildlife Management Areas.

Hugh Bateman stated his staff checked other states that have
had successful programs and used their experiences in having the
trial hunts. He then stated he has not heard of or known of any
liability problems that have resulted from this type program. Mr.
Bateman also added the Department would be happy to include any
suggestions that could help alleviate any exposure to liability.
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Commissioner Carver suggested e liability issue might be looked
at further down the road. Mr. Puckett stated there is some
potential exposure and also/ there is a statute that applies to
landowners that provides
Commissioner Hanchey made a motion to accept the Notice of Intent
and it was seconded by Commissioner Cormier. The motion passed
with no opposition. '

(The full text of the Notice of
Intent is made a part of the
record.)

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife. and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq., the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby give notice of its intent to promulgate
rules governing hunting on property leased for public dove hunting
by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part XIX. Hunting
Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Seasons
§107. Experimental Dove Field Leasing Program

A. In recognition of the popularity of dove hunting and the
lack of lands available to the general public for dove hunting, the
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission establishes rules for an
experimental public dove hunting program on private lands leased by
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

B. The following rules will apply to those lands which dove
hunting rights have been leased by the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries for the day(s) specified in the lease.

1. All hunters are required to have a daily permit.
This permit will be available at the field on the day of the hunt.
Permits will be issued on a first come - first serve basis. An
administrative fee may be charged for daily permits.

2. Leased fields may be closed to additional hunters
when a predetermined number of permits have been issued. However,
additional hunters may be admitted throughout the day as hunters
leave the field and surrender their permits.

3
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3. No alcoholic beverages may be consumed or possessed
on the leased property. Persons who appear to be impaired or under
the influence of alcohol or other controlled substances will be
denied access to the field(s).

4. Shot larger than size 7 1/2 is prohibited.
5. Only mourning doves may be taken.
6. Loaded firearms are prohibited in vehicles or at

check stations.

7. Persons exhibiting unsafe gun handling shall be
removed from the field(s).

8. Vehicles are restricted to designated areas or
roads.

: 9. No 1littering. Each hunter is responsible for
removing his/her trash, including shell hulls, from the leased
property.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:783
and 56:109B.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and
the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the
fiscal and economic impact statement, the filing of the notice of
intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may comment on the proposed rule in writing
to Mr. Hugh Bateman, Administrator, Wildlife Division, Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
until 4:30 p.m., Tuesday, March 4, 1997.

Danny Babin
Chairman é7/

Chairman Babin requested th the next item, Discussion of
Notice of Non-Renewal of Oyster kéases and Oyster Lease Moratorium,
be placed on the agenda. Heswas contacted by representatives of
the oyster industry to dispglss renewal of leases. Chairman Babin
asked Mr. Mike Voisin to present their concerns. Mr. Mike Voisin,
an oyster farmer, began¥stating the oyster industry has supported
saving the coast of Louisiana for the past 50 years. Oyster
farming began back in the late 1800‘s under Governor Murphy
Foster’s administration with the creation of the current oyster
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leasing system. The leasing system now comprises approximately
400,000 acres of private and over 1 million acres of public oyster Jdﬁ%wua
The total economic impact from the oyster industry is more
than $100 million per year and generates 10,000 jobs, directly and
indirectly for south Louisiana. A packet of information was
presented to each Commissioner. The packet contained a bill from
the 1995 Legislature that said leasing of state waterbottoms should 2~
be done with hold harmless clauses; (1ist Of mémbers of the Oyster
Coastal Restoration Mitigation Committee; leaseholder options for
oyster lease mitigation from coastal restoration areas; a copy of
the current lease used by the Department which contains a hold
harmless clause; a record of Congressional Hearing asking for a
credit against in-kind share of the Davis Pond project: a letter to 1At
Governor, Secretary of DNR and DWF and Mr. Len Bahr relating to the
Department considering not renewing oyster leases; a Notice of Non-
Renewal of Oyster Leases which was sent to the 75 leaseholders
listed in the packet; a letter to the coastal mitigation committee
which would have developed a legislative packet; and a letter to
the Governor and Mr. Bahr from the oyster industry and farmers who
participated in the mitigation committee resigning from the
committee and asking it be disbanded. Mr. Voisin asked that the
non-renewal of oyster leases 1in coastal restoration areas be
rescinded and the leaseholders be given the right to fair treatment
that 1is not outside a process the other leaseholders would
participate in. He further stated that there would be legislation
passed this year and policies developed. Also, Mr. Voisin asked
that the moratorium be lifted since the 1leaseholders have the
ability to move their product, substrate and improvements and be
able to take in new areas to put their products down on. The
problem with the 75 leaseholders is setting a terrible precedent
for the industry as a whole, stated Mr. Voisin. Commyi;ii__gtﬁzf\f,é,ef
Carver asked how big is the industry and how long has YI€asing '
program been in effect? Then he asked who sets the amount per acre
for the leasing and has it always been $2 per acre? Mr. Voisin
stated the legislature sets the leasing rate. Then Commissioner
Carver asked how much does it cost for the Department to operate
the leases and was it at a break even point? Secretary Jenkins
stated, when he was on the Commission, it was costing the
A Department approximately $3.5 million over a three year period more
th#n what was taken in to operate the oyster leases. / Mr. Voisin
explained an oyster Iéase was a barren waterbottom that was created
J/ with a substrate and move oysters onto and then plan three to five
7%#? #¢2 Jyears later a harvestable product./ Every aspect of oyster farming
ﬂff)i#ﬁl was hard work from the ground up to when you can eat them, stated
ﬁéﬂfe Mr. Voisin. Commissioner Carver stated he asked for informational
reasons and felt the oyster leasing should be at a break even point
for the Department. Chairman Babin asked if the decision to not
A9 — renew the leasesYbased on the $2 figure or other reasons?
-Secretary Jenkins stated the leases are for 15 years and the
Department is not obligated to renew them even if improvements are
made on the lease. The overall effort of the State a
commitment to coastal restoration which generally resulted in

is
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freshwater diversions and in oysters not growing. An
agreement with Department of Natural Resources has been entered
into and the Department is obligated not to lease in areas DNR
designates the freshwater will be in. Commissioner Gisclair stated
he was under the impression when DNR made their presentation there
would be a place to relocate the leases and then asked where did
that stand nowf Mr. Phil Bowman stated Department staff and DNR

staff Mras been working with oyster industry representatives to
develop a mitigation program which 1is becoming a very complex
issue. A workshop was conducted which resulted in a model that
would place a numerical value on the proposed impacted lease areas
and relocation areas. Several versions of legislation have been
drafted for the implementation of the mitigation process and it was
hoped by the time the session begins, all parties could be united.
Commissioner Gisclair stated the timetable he was given in May 1996
was not the same as what was being discussed now. Then he asked if
the oyster farmers could move their oysters off the lease and were
they given any notice? Mr. Don Puckett stated the farmers were
given until July 1, 1997 to move their improvements off the lease.
Commissioner Gisclair then asked if there would be any areas

7,, designated to move the oysters to from the affected areas.
No

Chairman Babin stated with the passage of the moratorium, the

mers can not only/renew their lease, but they do not have
the opportunity to get a new lease. Then he asked if the
legislative process would give the Secretary authority to grant
short term leases? Mr. Puckett stated the short term leases wasl@A <
discussed and both DNR and Wildlife and Fisheries support that
option. Then he informed the Commission there. are four lawsuits
filed by oyster lessees against the State claiming damages for
coastal restoration, specifically freshwater diversions. The
Department has to minimize its liability and the non-renewal of

oyster leases was one way to do that. Chairman Babin asked, if
LVW”LJﬂ legislation was passed this upcoming session granting the sho P
term leases, thenYthe affected leaseholders hot be impacted?

Mr. Puckett stated the short term lease could be something the
Department could look into. Commissioner Cormier stated the legal
problem was 1if a 15 year lease was given and the freshwater
diversion went into effect, the Department would have to buy out
the farmer for the remainder of his time. The Department has their
hands tied because they can not offer the leaseholders a one, two
or three year lease. Secretary Jenkins stated the problem could be
solved if the Department could change the terms of the lease. Mr.
Voisin stated the Legislature has dealt with the problem with a
bill stating a hold harmless clause would be included in the
renewals. The legislation did not say it would not renew leases.
Mr. Voisin felt the Department was being unfair to the 75
leaseholders and the problem would be resolved through an options
packet being legislated this coming session. The Department has
not done the fair and equitable thing for the citizens of the State
and oyster farming industry in south Louisiana, stated Mr. Voisin.



Mr. Ralph Pausina, President of Louisiana Oyster Dealers and
Growers Assoclation, stated the 15 year leases began with 10 year
renewals because some of the leases were made with transients. 1In
order to make a farming operation, you would need a stable
environment, stable product and stable sales. Mr. Pausina
explained the different steps that are required to get a farming
operation going. Then he stated his Association asked him to ask
several questions to which they would 1like a response. These
questions included: . s does the Secretary have the authority and
right to issue lettéi%fﬁ‘non—renewal; does the Secretary have the
authority to tell a citizen of Louisiana that he can remove oysters
from unleased waterbottoms; does the Secretary have the authority
to tell a citizen he can remove substrate from the waterbottoms;
and does the Secretary have the authority to reserve unleased
waterbottom for a specific purpose; and a moral question concerning
giving the 6 month timeframe to remove improvements. Chairman
Babin stated the Commission does not have the authority to do
anything, but this was a legal issue. To answer the question of

whether the Secretary has the authority, Chairman Babin felt he dég/,ﬁé&;“

and further stated the Commission could not over rule«
Commissioner Gisclair asked about Act 1362 and if he was reading
correctly that no lessee could hold any loss, claims of loss or
damages? Mr. Puckett stated a hold harmless clause has been placed
in all leases and a Temporary Restraining Order has been issued to
event the Department from issuing leases with the hold harmless
(é;/”gfgﬁgEB in it. With this in effect, the Department is not issuing
any leases. Commissioner Gisclair asked if there is something that
supersedes State law? Mr. Puckett stated the Plaintiffs are
raising Constitutional challenges to the placement of the hold
harmless clause in the lease.

Mr. Wil?QK(Voisin, Jr., Chairman of the Louisiana Oyster Task
Force, beganYthanking Secretary Jenkins for recognizing the huge
and substantial investments in their leases. He stated the real;ﬂ&
concern from all leaseholders was where would this lead to an ot =

- knowing what leases would fall within certain projects each year.
—Hethought this really discouragel investment into the waterbottoms
(//,,/’5537‘the possibility that the oyster industry would be gone. o
”%y/ Chairman Babin stated this was an issue that couldYbe Tesolved 7
fﬁﬁr today and that the Commission can not know about everything that
goes on. He asked that the Commission be kept informed of what
follows.

Rule Ratification for the Special Bait Dealer’s Permit was
presented by Mr. Brandt Savoie. This rule would allow the
S__fishermen to have two gallons of dead bait on board. There have
been no public commenty received on the proposed rule. Mr. Savoie
then asked for a motion to adopt the rule. Commissioner Cormier
made a motion to adopt the rule and it was seconded by Commissioner
Carver. The motion passed with no opposition.




(The full text of the Rule is made a
part of the record.)

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby amend the
regulations governing the Special Bait Dealer’s Permit (LAC
76:VII.329). Authority for adoption of this rule is included in
R.S. 56:497(C).

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part VII. Fish and Other Agquatic Life

Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishing

§329. Special Bait Dealer’s Permit

* %k %
C. Operations
*x % %
3. No more than two gallons of dead shrimp may be

aboard the vessel while it is operating under the permit. All dead
shrimp in excess of two gallons must be immediately returned to the
water. Shrimp dying in onshore holding facilities may be sold for
bait use only, in lots not to exceed 16 ounces in weight.

* * %

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
56:497(C) .

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 3:210 (April
1977), amended LR 15:867 (October 1989), LR 19:215 (February 1993),
LR 23: (January 1997).

Danny Babin
Chairman

A Declaration of Emergency for Adjustment to the 1996/97
Oyster Seasons on the Public Grounds was given by Mr. Ron Dugas.

hﬂﬂﬂﬂd/ ws the Commission to extend the oyster season passed
April 1 if circumstances . The proposed extension

would be from April 1 through April 30 and was the result of a

/29§7-
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massive health closure. The area of the extension would be for all
grounds except two areas, one on the east side of the Mississippi
and the other in the Terrebonne system, that would close February
1, 1997. Commissioner Gisclair asked if Sister Lake would close in
the Terrebonne system? Commissioner Gattle asked if the public
grounds being discussed was different from the 400,000 acres of
leased waterbottoms? Chairman Babin asked Mr. Dugas to read the
Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the Resolution. Commissioner
Carver made a motion to accept the Resclution and it was seconded
by Commissioner Hanchey. The motion passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution is
made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

Managerial Adjustment to the Remaining Portion of the 96/97
Oyster Season on the Public Grounds

Adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
lLouisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

January 9, 1997

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day which
in 1996 was September 4, and

WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the "Public Oyster Seed Grounds
and Oyster Seed Reservations" were surveyed and the
available supply and size variation has been determined,
and

WHEREAS, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission established the
96/97 season on the "Louisiana Public Oyster Seed Grounds
and the Sister Lake, Hackberry Bay and Bay Gardene Oyster
Seed Reservations" not currently under lease to open one-
half hour before sunrise on September 4, 1996, and
established the season in Calcasieu Lake, and

WHEREAS, these areas are scheduled to close on April 1, 1997, and

WHEREAS, there are provisions under R.S. 56:433 B(l1l) for

: extensions through May 15th of each season after
considering the recommendations of the Oyster Task Force,
and R.S. 56:433E allows for adjustments to the season,
and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:6(25)(a) allows the Commission, through its
Secretary, to set seasons, times and places, based on
biological and technical data for all fish for the
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purposes of management of fishery species for the maximum
continuing social and economic benefit to the State
without over fishing, and

WHEREAS, the Louilsiana Oyster Task Force members were presented
with these recommendations at the December 12, 1996
meeting and voted in favor of the recommendation, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Sister Lake Oyster Seed
Reservation shall close effective at 5 p.m. February 1,
1997 and remain closed for the remainder of the 96/97
public oyster season; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an area on the Breton Sound Public
Oyster Seed Ground, Plaguemines Parish, inside a line
running from the marker at Bayou Terre Boeufs, south to
Snake Island, then to Lonesome Island, to Bell Island,
south to the land mass on the south side of Bay Crabe,
including the public grounds in Bay Gardene, Bay Crabe
shall close at 5 p.m. February 1, 1997 and remain closed
for the remainder of the season, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the open season on all of the
remaining portions of the public grounds with the
exception of Calcasieu Lake public tonging reef shall be
extended to April 30, 1997 at 5 p.m., and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency
action, 1if necessary, to close ‘areas 1if oyster
mortalities are occurring or to delay the season or close
areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good
probability of survival, or where it is found that there
are excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the
authority to take emergency action to reopen areas
previously closed if the threat to the resource has

ended.
Danny Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife & Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under the
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authority of R.S. 56:6(25)(a), R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:435.1,
notice is hereby given that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
hereby declare:

1. That the Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservation shall close
effective February 1, 1997 at 5 p.m. and remain closed for the

remainder of the 96/97 public oyster season.

2. That an area on the Breton Sound Public Oyster Seed Ground
inside a line running from the marker at Bayou Terre Boeufs, south

to Snake Island, then to Lonesome Island, to Bell Island, south to
the land mass on the south side of Bay Crabe, including the public
grounds in Bay Gardene, Bay Crabe shall close on February 1, 1997
at 5 p.m. and remain closed for the remainder of the season.

3. That the open season on all of the remaining portions of
the public grounds with the exception of Calcasieu Lake public
tonging reef shall be extended to April 30, 1997 at 5 p.m.

Danny Babin
Chairman

AThe Monthly Law Enforcement Report for December was given by
Col. Winton Vidrine. The following numbers of citations were
issued during the month of December.

Region I - Minden - 102 citations.

Region II - Monroe - 81 citations.

Region III - Alexandria - 243 citations.
Region IV - Ferriday - 145 citations.
Region V - Lake Charles - 156 citations.
Region VI - Opelousas - 180 citations.
Region VII - Baton Rouge - 230 citations.
Region VIII - New Orleans - 204 citations.
Region IX - Thibeodaux ~ 222 citations.
Oyster Strike Force - 41 citations.

Statewide Strike Force - 40 citations.

Seafood Investigative Strike Force - 30 citations.
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The aviation report for December 1996 showed enforcement
pilots flew three airplanes a total of 76.2 hours for enforcement
and 19.8 hours for other divisions and a total of 24 citations were
issued. The grand total of citations issued statewide for the
month of December was 1,674. Commissioner Carver expressed his
appreciation for the cases made in Sabine Parish for night hunting.
Chairman Babin asked if any cases had been made on the over 100
count for shrimp? Then he encouraged the agents to check shrimp
boats because he had seen small shrimp coming in.

The first Division Report to be given was from Dr. Lyle Soniat
on New Information & Education Programs. He began noting that
20,400 students received hunter education certification, 1,500
passed the bow hunter education course in 1996 and over 13,700
students attended aquatic education clinics and workshops. A rough
copy of the Internet web page was presented to each Commissioner
and then discussed by Dr. Soniat. A new program, Fun Camp-Families

Understanding Nature-is intended for single parents with childrepg>

;f’ﬂxrtnﬂkangmﬁais. A loaner program of rods and reels and bait
kits is available for youth$to check out from the library. The
marketing program was also going through an upgrading and
revamping. Then Dr. Soniat showed a sample knife that would be
available with the Department logo commemorating the 75th year of
the Conservationist magazine. Commissioner Carver asKked what will
be the selling price for the knife? Dr. Soniat stated it would be
sold to the public for $150. Another new program targeted for
fifth grade students was the teaching of basic environmental skills
and concepts. Commissioner Carver asked 1f anyone with the
Department does any work with the Tourist Commission or here
any plans for the future? Commissioner Cormier asked Dr. Soniat
for his phone number so a school principal from Lafayette could

reach him. ;? /&Ayﬁavy

The next report, Hyi;é}{; in Louisiana, began with Mr/ Bennie
Fontenot stating there a real problem and possible/disaster

with this plant in Louisiana. Mr. Richard Brassette, Aquatic Plant

Lrere

Research & Control Section, gave a slide presentation on th;/4¢/7

biology,. invasion and prognosis of hydrilla. Hydrilla, a
introduced|\plant/by the aguarium industry, has infestations that
continue to expand throughout the United States. The plant can
clog drainage and irrigation canals, can prevent boating access for AN
fishing and other recreational activities, Y71 4459;
navigation, can replace more desirable native plants,jdégrade-water
quality and decrease property values. In July 1973, the plant -
first reported in Spanish Lake in Iberia Parish and hasVFgégﬁiébgr <

llshed in numerous waterbodies throughout the state. The

of hydrilla was next explained by Mr. Brassette. The Cff;\

in depths up to 50 feet and thriveg~in a variety of
er conditions. Also explained was the reproduction cycle of
hydrilla. Once hydrilla is established, eradication is practically
impossible. Several options are available to control the plant
such as herbicides, mechanical removal, biological control and lake

12



drawdowns. The advantages and disadvantages of each option were
discussed. The most effective method of hydrilla control is with
the sterile triploid grass carp. Lakes currently undergoing
drawdown procedures for hydrilla control include Lake Bistineau,
Chicot Lake, Henderson Lake and Spring Bayou. A very conservative
‘/' estimate of 30,000 acres was the reported infestation of hydrilla.
/é’ ‘ylgi-mrv——BragsetEé‘ Telt hodsstwnia would never be eradicated from
Y 3 and a concerted effort should be made to educate the
public to the danger of introducing exotic species to Louisiana’s

[euei 5IANA water resources.

An unidentified speaker asked Mr. Fontenot about the triploid

grass carp stocked 1in Caney Lake. Mr. Fontenot stated the
ﬁ; Departmentha trying to remove the carp from Caney Lake now. Then
he noted a division report would be presented at the next

Commission Meeting on Caney Lake.

Mr. Tony Vidrine gave a slide presentation on the 0il spill at
Attakapas WMA. A well blowout occurred in Union 0il No. 1 Canal on
November 26, 1996. On December 1, 1996, oil condensatiag”ﬁffﬁajﬁagﬁﬁ%aé;

sprayed into the «canal and surrounding forested areas. e
Approximately 4,000 to 4,500 barrels was sprayed into the
environment until it was capped on December 5, 1996. The clean up >
began as soon as it was capped and would continued for anotherﬁ‘zi\\

e three months. Approximately 20 acres were heavily soiled and

ﬁ%c another 300 acr light to moderate oiling. There were nho 7

. reported dead wildlife in the area, but déépffzégﬁ'féw dead fish in e
the canals. A Natural Resource Damage Assessment may be pursued in 4?%
the future depending on the final results. Commissioner Carver ‘

asked what percent of the o©0il could be cleaned up from both the
water and the land? Mr. Vidrine stated the canals have been 95
percent cleaned up and it was undeterminable on the forested lands.

Secretary Jenkins stated the division reports would continue
if the Commission agreed. He felt the hydrilla was a very serious
matter and was more than just a Wildlife and Fisheries matter and
felt the Legislature and Governor should be made aware of the éaﬁsyéy/
possible impacts. Then on the oyster issue,Vthere are 365,000
acres of oyster leases and the 75 farmers that were discussed
earlier in the meeting only represents 1 percent of those acres.
Chairman Babin askedqwith it being prohibited to transport hydrilla
from state to state] would it be possible to obtain federal funds
also? Commissioner Carver stated he has seen hydrilla at its worst
25 years ago in Florida. Then he stated he enjoyed the division
reports and asked that two areas be reported on at the next
Commission meeting. Commissioner Cormier asked if the Department
would continue locoking into the matter of the hydrilla? Chairman
Babin asked that some information be gathered for the next meeting
or the following meeting?

Chairman Babin then asked if there were any Public Comments.
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Mr. Hugh Smith, Baton Rouge, stated many duck hunters from the
east zone have been disappointed this year with the numbers in
Louisiana. He found out that 82 percent of the ducks were still in
Missouri and southwest Illinois. He then asked the Department to
prepare paperwork seeking an extension of 10 to 14 days in the east
zone from the Federal Government. Then Mr. Smith asked about the
regulation on creeping geese. He explained how the goose
population was in danger of a tremendous die-off. Secretary
Jenkins stated he had no objection to the extension especially
after the expectations that were given. Commissioner Carver stated.
due to the hot weather, he would like the deer season extended.
Commissioner Hanchey also stated, if you request an extension for
the east zone, why not include the west zone? Mr. Hugh Bateman
stated Mr. Robert Helm would provide a complete report at the next
Commission meeting. After the hunting season was over, hunter
success would probably be better than most states. Also, the
hunting from southeast Louisiana was reported as being exceptional.
Secretary Jenkins stated if the information presented by Mr. Smith
could be verified, he would seek an extension. Both Commissioner
Hanchey and Commissioner Cormier asked the extension be for both
the east and west zones.

Mrs. Marilyn Rotolo, Louisiana Seafood Management Council,
stated they had one of the greatest hunting seasons in Venice emez A/
the last 10 years. Then she asked if the Council could receive a
copy of assessment reports that are due to the legislature in
accordance with Act 1316. Mr. John Roussel stated the reports are
due to the legislature by March 1st, so a presentation would be
made at the February Commission Meeting. Secretary Jenkins stated
he did not feel the reports should be sent out until the Commission
has a chance to review and approve them. Commissioner Cormier felt
Secretary Jenkins was correct in that the reports should not be
sent out while still in draft form. Mrs. Rotolo stated the Council
wanted the reports only after they are approved.

Commissioner Gisclair stated the Commission has been involved A%“%/7

in a lawsuit, and asked that copies of the summary judgement, e
basis for the judgement be provided to the Commission. Mr. Don
Puckett stated the Department has not received anything in writing
on the judgement in the case, Marceaux vs. State of Louisiana, et.
al. The judgement was awarded in favor of the Plaintiff and an
appeal will be taken. _ Commissioner Gisclair then asked if the
members were identified in the class action suit and what would be
the total dollar figure? Secretary Jenkins stated one dquestion
that needs to be answered is, will interest need to be paid. Mr.
Puckett stated interest would be a big factor in determining a
total figure.

Chairman Babin reminded everyone the next Commission meeting
would be held on February 6, 1997 at 10:00 a.m. He then stated
there was discussion to move the time from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
and asked the pleasure of the Commission. Commissioner Gisclair
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made a motion to change the time for the February 6 meeting to 1:00
p.m. and it was seconded by Commissioner Carver. The motion passed
with opposition from Commissioner Gattle and Commissioner Cormier.

There being no further business, Commissioner Cormier made a
motion to Adjourn the meeting.

James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary
JHJ:sch

15



. 0 The Advocate, Baton Rouge, La. [J Friday, January 10,1987 * ' -7

Ce

19, junior, Northwestern.
- cb. junior, Virginia ’ o
2, junior, Anzona State
wr. junior, San Diego State
2. g, junior. Florida State”
2, junior, Kansas State
de, junior, Texas Tech
. junior, lowa State
'::. juniar, Washington .
<, te, junior, California
=, junior, Miami
'd 1b, junior, Texas Tech ™ *
ce, [umor Miami -
. &, junior, Miami .
ot jJunior, Ohig State . -
‘3. junior, Clemson .
.o, jumior, Alabama ‘
. &, junior, Southern Catilornia
junior,indiana . Set
3. ¢b junior, Ohio State”
.n, db, jumer, Oregan

{ Miami with 42 catches
irds and three touch- .
‘ght games last season.
of Green, along with
main. Maek and defen- .
:nard Lang, who've also
) go pro, will hurt the -
5. Miami, which is lime ;-
scholarshlps this year

NCAA sancuons cant| )

om Lake Clty, Fla., satd
t ‘caré which team se-’,
r what place he S taken

Associated Press photo

new Tde coach Mlke Dubose after Rudd made the
senior season.

udd turns pro

/ear Joms ranks of early entrants

: season opener agamst Idaho for

NCAA rules_violations, missed the
Oklahoma game with a knee
injury and played in only one

: senes ‘the next week agamst '

" Hawail. .-:-- .
Blackwell's departure wdl break

up a'receiving trio that would

have been regarded among.the

‘‘nation’s best next season. Az

Hakim caught 36 passes for 635

.yards and five TDs last year be-

fore breaking his leg in the sev-

" enth game. Leandrew Childs had .
.52 catches for 745 yards and six

TDs. Haknm and Chnlds wxll be

' seniors.

Blackivell said h hlS dec1510n had
nothmg to do with the fact that the

Aztecs will have an unproven

quarterback next year following
the graduation of Billy.Blanton,
Blanton became just the second
playér in school history, to have
.consecutive .3,000-yard seasons

> angd finished: his career with 8,165' .
yards and 67 touchdowns, 29'in .
- 1996 ot

“Thts de01510n 1s basncally for .
me and my famxly It has nothmg .
"to“do with.the program,”. said .

... Blackwell, who's’ from Oakland.

ation and my goals are
'st receiver in the draft,
rd and be- the No. T re-
n,” he said. .

ology major, Green is
shy of graduatmg but
ned to squeeze in some
ses before leaving Mi-

"S . BLACKWELL
FOR DRAFT: In San
. Blackwell, San Diego

eer receptions leader,
Theytredarr that ha virill

_ “Everybody here has been great

to me and it's Worked out well, and
I feel like it’s time for me to go.” .

B NEBRASKA'S WISTROM .

STAYING PUT: In Lincoln, Neb.,
All-American defensive end Grant
Wistrom says he is not yet ready

'toplaymtheNFL.

The junior from Webb Clty, Mo,

" announced ‘Thursday he plans to
" stay at Nebraska for his senior
- season later this year.

“We hope that this will benefit

MW ATl alen

Tirvr 3vm tha lAama fAacema

By JOE MACALUSO —_
Advocate outdocrs writer -, S

i ]

Hugh Smith stunned the. gathermg

at ‘the Loyisiana Wildlife :and .

Fisheries Commission meeting

Thursday.when he.asked the seven- -
. man board and Department of

Wildlife and Fisheries btologlsts to
ask-for addijtional’ days for the
state’s duck hunters, *

The Baton Rouge hunter sald the
consensus around the state is that

“duck hunting has been poor, and- -
' solve'the problem,'f JenKins said.
““Right now; state law allows us to

lease for 15 years that's all” +

we're very disappointed with it
especially after reading that we

would have 89 mtlllon ducks thls,

year.” = .. .-

Smith said’ several sources con--

firmed that most Louisiana-bound
ducks were holding in Illincis and
Missouri before the: current cold
wave sent them south. :

“We just have not: seenthe, flum-
bers that should ‘have:béen’ here,”

for additional days. ‘There is a prece-
dent, I believe in the late 1960s,
when the department got more days
for the season.’

"LDWF thdltfe Dwtsnon admm-
istrator Hugh Bateman ‘said he did-

n't' recall the year Smith described, -

but confirmed Smith's assessment
about the low numbers of ducks.’

Jenkins Jr. said with only a few days
left in the season — the West Zone's
season ends Thursday and the East
Zone's final day is Jan. 19 — the
department will contact the U.S.

Fish and-Wildlife Servxce seekmg -
j.Bayou State’ ‘Bowhunters totaling.
- $2,862 for’ projects at'Shérburne and
Loggy- Bayou wxlditfe management

the addmona] days. .

*Smith’s plea came after an even
more, impassioned plea from oys-
terman Mike Voison, who said the
LDWF has been “totally unfair” in
not renewing the state-waterbottom
leases for 75 oyster growers.:

" In' Decémber, the department in-
formed the 75 lease holders that

‘their 15-year, $2-per-acre leases"
would not renewed. The leases are -

in freshwater-diversion project
areas, which would be rendered
ineffective for growing oysters
when the projects were completed.

The letter gave the.7S oystermen L
‘until July 1 to remove oysters’ and :
the bottom-hardening materizl used ‘

to make the oyster beds.

Voison, from Houma; said the ' |
problem was that the LDWF had -
also declared a ‘moratorium on is-

suing new oyster leases and the 75

oystermen had no place Jto'move -

R

thetr oysters
. Jenkins 'said the LDWF was fol-

lowing the instructions of the De-
.partment of Natural Resources,

IRG

) ».

Oben 7 davn

- years needed to rals :
oysters. .
Smith said. “That's why I'm' askmg )
" involved in the decnsron is a small
' percentage of the. state’s 365,000
~acres leased for oyster producnon.

December

whlch is dlrectmg the dxversxon pro—
jects. He said the problem'is that the .
projects will be completed -during .

_the 15-year lease period and would,
.subject the state to legal challenge

from the oystermen for rum:ng
their leases. e
Voison said a 1995 “hold harm[ess

law-- Act 1362 - would reliéve the

state from any legal challenge from
the oystermen. :

“If, the State Leg slature would
give us the chance to' leasé for one,
two or three ‘years, then we could

"Voison said the: ‘moratorium and
non-renewing dec1510ns will be very

: costly .to the 75 farmers,_ that the

amount of . hard matérial used to

_make productive beds involves a

five-year process, vnth three more
arket-snzed

Jenkins said the. 4'000 acres

In other action:’
» Houma shrlmp wholesaler
Daniel Babin was elected to chair
the commission: for the year, and
Perry Gtsclaxr from Gotden Meadow

(R

. 'to continue as vice-chairman,
Department secretary Jvimmy_ L
Special Bait Dealer’s Permit;

e voted iri Tew regulanons for a

. passed a Notlce of Intent for

. rules - govermng “the ‘Wildlife
Division’s Expertmental Dove Fteld
,Leasmg Program;’

»'accepted donatlons from the

areas; -

"o heard reports about the early
oil splll in_ the
Atchafalaya Basin, increasing

" waterway problems w1th fast-grow-
. ing hydrilla and new Informatton

and Education section programs;

H

~eand, changed the time of its Feb.

‘6 meeting in Baton Rouge from 10

am tolpm.

football
recru:tlng'

-(Call 3;3:!2000. ,‘P_‘{hen‘ :



COMMISSION MEETING
ROLL CALL

Thursday, January 9, 1997

Baton Rouge, LA
Wildlife & Fisheries Building

Attended Absent

Glynn Carver (Chairman)
Perry Gisclair

Tom Gattle

Daniel Babin

Joseph Cormier

Jerald Hanchey

NN NN N

Norman McCall

Mr. Chairman:

There are i;; Commissioners in attendance and we have a quorum.

Secretary Jenkins is also present.
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AGENDA
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
BATON ROUGE, LA
January 9, 1997
1:00 PM
Roll Call
Approval of Minutes of December 5, 1996

Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman

Donation to Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Foundation by
the Bayou State Bowhunters - Hugh Bateman

Notice of Intent - Experimental Dove Field Leasing
Program - Fred Kimmel -

Discussion of Notice of Non-Renewal of Oyster Leases and
Oyster Lease Moratorium - Danny Babin

Rule Ratification - Special Bait Dealer’s Permit - Brandt
Savoie

Declaration of Emergency - Adjustment to the 1996/97
Oyster Seasons on the Public Grounds - Ron Dugas

Enforcement & Aviation Reports/December - Winton Vidrine
Division Reports
New Information & Education Programs
p. Hydrilla in Louisiana
ve”” 0il Spill, Attakapas WMA
Public Comments

Adjourn
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AGENDA
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
BATON ROUGE, LA
January 9, 1997
1:00 PM
Roll cCall

Approval of Minutes of December 5, 1996

Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman

Donation to Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Foundation by
the Bayou State Bowhunters - Hugh Bateman

Notice of Intent - Experimental Dove Field Leasing
Program - Fred Kimmel -

Discussion of Notice of Non-Renewal of Oyster Leases and
Oyster Lease Moratorium - Danny Babin

Rule Ratification - Special Bait Dealer’s Permit - Brandt
Savoie :

Declaration of Emergency - Adjustment to the 1996/97
Oyster Seasons on the Public Grounds - Ron Dugas

Enforcement & Aviation Reports/December - Winton Vidrine
Division Reports

a. New Information & Education Programs

b. Hydrilla in Louisiana

c. 0il Spill, Attakapas WMA

Public Comments

Adjourn



[

Recommended Procedure for Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman (According
to Article 1V of the Bylaws)

l. Election Procedure

Chair entertains motion to adopt the recommended procedure, subject to
whatever changes the Commission deems appropriate.

° include within this motion or in a subsequent motion, the method
of voting: viva voce or roll call. (See I1.D. below.)
I. Chairman
A.  Chair entertains nominations for chairman
L Any number may be nominated.
° No second required for nominations.
° Chairman may not serve succeeding terms.

B.  When it appears that no further nominations are forthcoming, the
Chair can declare nominations closed.

C. When nominations are closed, the chair will call for votes for each of
the persons nominated - in the order of nomination.

D.  Voting must be by:
1. Viva voce, in which case the Chair would say: "All in

favor of ‘X' "for Chairman, say ‘Aye’ (this may be
combined with a show of hands) or

2. Roll call, in which case each member, when called upon,
states his preference for Chairman from among the
nominees.

E. When any nominee receives a majority vote of the members present,

then voting ceases and he is declared Chairman.



F. In the event that there are more than two nominees for Chairman and
no nominee receives a majority vote of those present, then the balloting
should be repeated as many times as necessary until one candidate
obtains a majority vote. If second and subsequent balloting is required,
all nominees are kept on the ballot.

G.  Chairman-elect takes possession of his office immediately upon election.

Vice-Chairman

When a Chairman is declared, then the Commission proceeds to elect
a Vice-Chairman using the same procedure set out above for Chairman.
(Vice-Chairman can succeed himself.)

Points of Order - All objections, questions or points of order concerning the
above procedure or the election must be made prior to adjournment of this
meeting.



\ } NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq., the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby give notice of its intent to promulgate
rules governing hunting on property leased for public dove hunting
by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part XIX. Hunting
Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Seasons
§107. Experimental Dove Field Leasing Program

A. In recognition of the popularity of dove hunting and the
lack of lands available to the general public for dove hunting, the
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission establishes rules for an
experimental public dove hunting program on private lands leased by
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

B. The following rules will apply to those lands which dove
hunting rights have been leased by the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries for the day(s) specified in the lease.

1. All hunters are required to have a dally permit.
This permit will be available at the field on the day of the hunt.
Permits will be issued on a first come ~ first serve basis. An
administrative fee may be charged for daily permits.

2. Leased fields may be closed to additional hunters
when a predetermined number of permits have been issued. However,

additional hunters may be admitted throughout the day as hunters



leave the field and surrender their permits.

3. No alcoholic beverages may be consumed or possessed
on the leased property. Persons who appear to be impaired or under
the influence of alcohol or other controlled substances will be

denied access to the field(s).

4. Shot larger than size 7 1/2 is prohibited.
5. Only mourning doves may be taken.
6. Loaded firearms are prohibited in vehicles or at

check stations.

7. Persons exhibiting unsafe gun handling shall be
removed from the field(s).

8. Vehicles are restricted to designated areas or
roads.,

9. No littering. Each hunter is responsible for
removing his/her trash, including shell hulls, from the leased
property.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:783
and 56:109B.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and
the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the
fiscal and economic impact statement, the filing of the notice of
intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and

correspondence to other agencies of government.



Interested persons may comment on the proposed rule in writing
to Mr. Hugh Bateman, Administrator, Wildlife Division, Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
until 4:30 p.m., Tuesday, March 4, 1997.

Chairman



Program Summary
Public Dove Hunting Leases

The leasing of private land by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries for public dove
hunting began in 1994, in response to decreasing opportunities for the general public to hunt
doves. Dove hunting is one of the most popular small game hunting activities in Louisiana, with
approximately 60,000 hunters participating annually. However, due to land leasing, increased
posting, and landowner liability concerns, access to agricultural lands for dove hunting has
become increasing difficult for the average hunter. Since 1982, the number of dove hunters in
Louisiana has declined by 56%. Much of this decline is thought to be due to lack of opportunity.

Since 1994, 4174 acres have been leased from 20 landowners across the state. Twenty-
two hunts have been held with 2137 hunters participating in these hunts (see attached). Fields are
leased for opening day of the first or second split only. The program has been well received by
hunters and participating landowners. Hunters have been appreciative of having a place to hunt,
and even on those hunts with poor success rates, the response by hunters has been very positive.
Landowners receive a lump sum payment based on the acreage leased, and by leasing to the
Department, their liability exposure is lessened.

An administrative fee is charged each hunter, and is intended to help cover the costs of the
lease. During the first 3 years the fee has been $5.00 per hunter. We are considering an increase
in this fee for the 1997 season. The lease rates we pay landowners have increased each year as we
have attempted to attract more landowners. The administrative fee paid by hunters has remained
unchanged.

Leases are signed within 1 week, and often within 3 days of the hunt. Only those fields
holding a large concentration of doves are leased. On the morning of the hunts, daily permits are
issued at each field on a first-come, first-serve basis. When a predetermined number of permits
are issued, the field is closed to additional hunters. Hunters are advised of the rules and reminded
of basic hunter safety. We try to stress that the property is privately owned, and future access
depends on responsible and ethical conduct by the hunters. Department personnel are present for
the entirety of the hunt.

Except for the shot size restriction, the rules we are asking you to adopt have been in
place since the beginning of this program. We have had very few problems with violations of
these rules. However, as the program continues to grow, we believe there should be some formal
rules in place so that if violations occur, a citation can be issued or a hunter can be removed from
the field. These rules are intended to help us maintain a safe and orderly hunt, as well as, protect
the landowner’s property.
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Lease of Property for Public Dove Hunting

Whereas, dove hunting in Louisiana is a popular sport and lands open to public dove hunting are
few; and

Whereas, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) endeavors to increase
hunting opportunities for the people of Louisiana; and,

Whereas, pursuant to the Louisiana Revised Statutes Title 56:783, the Louisiana Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission has the authority to lease and establish public hunting grounds;

Now, Therefore, , (the “Landowners(s)”) hereby
grant to the LDWF the right to establish a public dove hunting area, subject to LDWF rules and regulations,
on the following described property:
acres located

In consideration therefore, the LDWF agrees to pay the amount of $ within 30 days of
completion of the contract. Payment shall be sent to

(name, address and zip code)

The responsibility for payment of taxes from the funds thus received under this agreement shall be the
obligation of the recipient and identified under Federal Tax Identification Number

The landowner(s) agree(s):

1) That public dove hunting will be allowed after 12:00 p.m. on , 19___, in accordance with
LDWEF rules and regulations.

2) That the LDWF may collect an administrative fee from hunters utilizing the property during the
designated public hunting day(s).

3) That the LDWF may enforce all applicable laws and regulations, including prohibition of alcoholic
beverages on the hunting area.

4) That prior to the date(s) for public hunting the LDWF will be granted access to inspect and/or post the
field.

5) That the area has not been, nor will be baited, and that the field(s) will not be planted in wheat, ryegrass,
or other winter crop prior to the public hunting day(s). Should baiting or planting occur prior to the
public hunting day(s), the LDWF will be immediately notified and this contract will be canceled.

6) Not to cancel this contract, as the LDWF will commit personnel and resources in expectation
of its execution.

The LDWF agrees:

1) To furnish and post appropriate signs.

2) To enforce applicable laws and regulations.

3) To restrict hunting to the taking of doves.

4) To prohibit use and possession of alcoholic beverages on the hunting arca.
5) To have LDWF personnel on site to regulate hunt activitics.

Special Conditions:

Liability: Landowner liability is limited by Louisiana Revised Statutes 9:2795 which generally states that a
landowner does not incur lability for injury to persons or property on lands leased to the LDWF unless there
is willful or malicious failure to warn against a dangerous condition, use, structure, or activity.

Landowner Date
Landowner Date
Fredrick J. Prejean, Sr., Undersecretary, LDWF Date

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary, LDWF Date
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Regular Session, 1995
SENATE BILL NO. 1362
BY SENATOR HEITMEIER AND REPRESENTATIVE PATTI

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 49:214.5 and to enact R.S. 49:214.6, relative to

coastal restoration projects; to provide for overriding public interest
in coastal restoration projects; to provide for . language to be
incorporated into leases, permits, and licenses; and to provide for

related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 49:214.5 is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.

49:214.6 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§214.5. State and political subdivisions of the state held harmless in
o coastal restoration; licensees and permittees
A. Notwithstanding any other law t§ the contrary, the state of
‘Louisiana, its politicél subdivisions, and its agents or exﬁployees shall
be held free and harmless from any claims for loss or damages to
rights arising under any lease, permit, or license granted to any:
individual or other entity for any purpose on state lax;ds or
waterbottoms from diVerSiosgs of freshwater or sediment, depositing

of dredged or other materials or any other actions, taken for the

purpose of . management, preservation, enhancement, creation or

restoration of coastal wetlands, waterbottoms or related renewable

resources.:
-B. All departments, agencies, boards, or commissions of the

state of Louisiana and its political subdivisions shall include language

- Page 1 of 2
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APPROVED:

SB NO. 1362 : ENROLLED

which shall hold the state énd its political subdivisioné harmless for

the purposes set out in this Section in all leases, pérmits, or licenses

granted to ’any individual or other éntity after July 1, 1995.

§214.6. Legislative oversight

Any rule, regulation, or guideline developed pursuant to this

Spbpart shall be proposed or adopted pursuant to the rulemaking

procedures set forth in the Administrative Procedure Act.

Section 2. This Act is intended. to be ‘remedial in “nature and
delineates legislative intent and shall be retroactive as it applies to any
leases, permits, or licenses granted to any individual or other entity on state
lands and waterbottoms whosg rights may be affected by coastal restoration
projects.

Section 3. This Act shall become effective on July 1, 1995.

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

B R

' GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA
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Department of Natural Resources
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Terry Howey, Coastalegement
Department of Natural Resources ‘
P.O.Box 94396 - . .«
Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Phone: (504) 342-7591 .

Fax:  (504) 342-9439

Mitch Jurisich, Jr.
P.0O.Box 82

Empire, LA 70050
Phone: (504) 564-2574 -

William P. Klein, Jr., EdD. ‘
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RESOLUTION‘
WIuDLIFE AND FISHERIES COHMISSION

May 2, 1996

Moratorium on New é:yste: Lease Applz.cations, For New Acreage

. WHEREAS,

. WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
WEEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

pursudnt to R.S. 56:425 has the authority to lease state

waterbottoms to residents of the state for the purpose of
oyster cult:watz.on , and

the.Department of Natural-Resources is in the process of

constructing coastal restoration projects to conserve and

restore coastal vegetated wetlands, and

the restoration of these vegetated wetlands will benefit
the fish and wildlife resources of the state, and

as a result of saltwater intrusion , the areas of optimum
oyster production have shifted northward, and

as a result of these coastal restoration projects the
area of optmum oyster product:.on may change, and

in an effort to develop a mechanism to value areas as to
their suitability for oyster production, the Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries and the Department of Natural
Resources hosted a workshop that was attended by
representatives of the Louisiana Oyster Industry as well
as representatives of academia and private industry, and

one of the consensus recormendations of the workshop was
to _have a moratorium on the taking of oyster lease
applications for new acreage through January 1, 1997, and

in order to set up the relocation areas, mitigation
nethodologies and recommend legislative changes that may
be necessary, it will be necessary to extend the
moratorium on the taking of oyster lease appllcauions
through January 4, 1998,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries

Commission does hereby establish a moratorium on the

taking of new oyster leasSé applications for new acreage -

ocugh January 4, 159§, ana




LEASEHOLDER OPTIONS FOR OYSTER LEASE MITIGATION FROM COASTAL
RESTORATION ACTIONS

Upon establishment of probable impact areas resulting from coastal restoration projects,
the following options for the leaseholder shail apply; exchange of lease, relocation of lease,
retention of lease and purchase of lease.

1. Exchange of lease.
A. Assessment of cost of exchange. »
B. Procedure for leaseholder compensation by the State.
C. Setup procedures to accomplish this option.

D. This option is thought to be an "in-kind" exchange (envisioned as a continuance of
operation).

2. Relocation of the lease to another area outside the probable impact area resulting from coastal
restoration actions. '

A. Assessment of cost of relocation.
B. Procedure for leaseholder compensation by the state.

C. Relocation of the lease to an area not currently under lease and not currently in a
public oyster seed area or public oyster seed reservation, and not in the probable
impact area resulting from coastal restoration actions.

1. All costs of relocation, including but not limited to, applicable state fees; i.e.,
application and survey fees, would be part of the cost of the coastal
restoration project.

2. Water bottom in the relocation area to be planted with clutch material at the
rate of 50 to 100 cubic yards per acre or planted with seed oysters for
growout.

D. Relocation of the lease to an area in the closest public oyster seed area or public oyster
seed reservation; or newly made redline area cut out of a public seed area or seed
reservation.

1, All cost of relocation, including but not limited to, applicable state fees; i.e.,
application and survey fees would be part of the cost of the coastal
restoration project.



2. Water bottom in the relocation area to be planted with clutch material at the
rate of S0 to 100 cubic yards per acre or planted with seed oysters for
growout.

E. Setup relocation procedures to accomplish this option (envisioned as a new start-up
operation).

3. Retain lease
A. Damage assessment of leases in the area.
B. Payment of such damages to lease in impacted lease.

C. Leaseholder retains lease with clause stating that there will be no more claims; i.e.,
leaseholder gives right of way to coastal restoration projects.

D. Leaseholder accepts the perils of operating in impacted area with no recourse beyond
the original payment of damages.

E. Setup retention procedures to accomplish this option.
F. This lease will thereafter contain a subservience clause.
4. Purchase of lease and improvements from lessee. by the state.
A. Value assessment of leases in impacted areas.
B. Outright purchase of the lease and redline it as a public area.
C. Establishment of retraining programs for displaced oyster leaseholders.

1. Establish new training programs to prepare displaced oyster farmers to take the
U.S. Coast Guard 100 ton exam, etc.

2. A reduction or a waiving of fees to allow displaced oyster farmers to attend
state operated vo-tech schools to become certified in a new vocation.

3. A reduction or a waiving of the fees to allow displaced oyster farmers to
attend one of the state's universities.

D. Setup purchase procedures to accomplish this option.



Other possibilities

Leaseholders in impacted area to be reimbursed by coastal restoration project for
severance tax on oysters

Leaseholders in impacted area to be reimbursed by coastal restoration project for tag fees.



No.

LEASE OF WATER BOTTOMS FOR OYSTER PURPOSES

: STATE OF LOUISIANA, PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE
THE DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES OF LOUISIANA, through its Secretary,
hereinafter referred to as “Lessor,” hereby leases unto

of , Parish of , hereinafter referrpd to as

“Lessee,” qualified to lease water bottoms for oyster purposes in this State,

in accordance with Application No. registered on the day of

19, the oyster bedding ground surveyed by ,
| Surveyor,onthe  dayof 19 ___, and the plans of survey filed
with this Department on the _____ day of 19, located in the Parish of

and described as follows, to wit:

CONDITIONS
Navigation And Oil Field Activity

This lease is issued under the condition that it is subservient to navigation, maintenance of
navigation, and all normal, usual and permissible oil field activity which has been sanctioned by the
State of Louisiana through a prior existing lease, permit, or contract.

Future Litigation

Lessee hereby acknowledges that pending or future litigation may affect his rights in this lease;
and Lessee agrees to hold the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and/or the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission harmless and assume all risk for any and all impairment of his rights which may occur as
a result of any order or judgement of court, including, but not limited to, cancellation or revocation of
this lease or a portion of the acreage hereunder, and/or for any loss which may occur as a result thereof.

Coastal Wetlands Restoration Advisory

Lessor hereby formally advises and Lessee acknowledges the following: The State has’
. undertaken, and intends to undertake, a number of coasta! restoration projects, including freshwater
diversion projects, within the State. The decision to undertake these projects was based upon the need
to conserve, restore, create, and enhance coastal wetlands as well as dependent fish and wildlife
populations through a number of methods, including the recreation of the historical role of the
Mississippi River system, which formerly not only nourished but also established these wetlands prior
to the construction of the Mississippi River levee system. Inasmuch as these wetlands continue to
disappear at an alarming rate, it is necessary to partially divert the flow of a number of the rivers,
streams, canals, bayous, and other water bodies within the State of Louisiana, or to move dredge spoil
or conduct other coastal restoration projects to re-establish these wetlands. As a result, it is possible,
if not probable, that these coastal restoration projects may have some adverse effect on the waters and
water bottoms, as well as on any oysters on some of the State water bottoms leased to oyster fishermen.

Page 1 of 3
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The Staie is obligated pursuant to Article IX, Section I of the Louisiana Constitution as well as
the public trust doctrine associated therewith, to undertake these coastal restoration projects so as to
protect Louisiana’s natural resources for the benefit of the people of the State. Accordingly, pursuant
to the Louisiana Constitution and the public trust doctrine, the State as Lessor hereby conveys to Lessee
a limited interest in the water bottom which is described in this lease, subject to the conditions that: (1)
this lease is subservient to the State’s past, present or future coastal restoration projects; (2) the State’s
coastal restoration projects may cause adverse effects in the area of this lease; and, (3) the State is only
issuing this lease based upon the mutual understanding of both the State and Lessee that Lessee’s
property interest conveyed by this lease shall not include any right whatsoever to make claims against
the State as a result of freshwater diversion or any other coastal restoration projects provided that, the
State and the United States shall remain responsible for their own (1) acts or omissions which are not
reasonably related to the legitimate governmental objective for which the policy-making or
discretionary power of the State and/or the United States exists; or (2) acts or omissions which
constitute criminal, fraudulent, malicious, outrageous, reckless, or flagrant misconduct.

By executing this lease, Lessee hereby acknowledges that lessee has read the entire contents of
this lease and that Lessee is aware that these coastal restoration projects may have adverse effects on
the waters-and water bottoms, as well as on any oysters located on this oyster lease, Despite awareness
of these facts, Lessee still wishes to execute this lease and cultivate the leasehold for the purpose of
producing and harvesting oysters. At the same time, the State agrees that immediately following the
issuance of each approved annual Coastal Wetlands Conservation and Restoration Plan, the State will
make a good faith effort to advise Lessee by regular mail at the last known address given by Lessee if
it appears that this lease may be adversely affected by any planned or approved projects contained in
that Plan. Further, prior to January 1 of each successive year of this Lease, the State will make a good
faith effort to advise Lessee by regular mail at the last known address given by Lessee if it appears that
this lease may be adversely affected by any existing projects constructed under the auspices of the
aforementioned plan.

Allocation Of Risk and Liability, And Indemnification

Lessee further acknowledges that Lessee has no intent to pursue any claims for damages against
the State of Louisiana and/or the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and/or the State's departments and
agencies, related to or arising out of or resulting from coastal restoration projects contained in an
approved annual Coastal Wetlands Restoration Plan and undertaken by the State for the benefit of the
people of Louisiana, including, but not limited to, freshwater diversion projects. Further, in
consideration of the issuance of this lease, Lessee shall assume all liability and risk of loss, and agrees
that this lease is subservient to all past, present or future coastal restoration projects as described above.
Lessee also agrees to indemnify and hold the political subdivision(s) wherein lies the acreage associated
with this oyster lease, and any political subdivision which has implemented or may implement a coastal
restoration project affecting this oyster lease as well as the State of Louisiana, and/or the United States,
their officials, representatives, employees, agencies, departments and/or commissions, harmless from
and for, all loss, damage, costs and/or expense in any way associated with this oyster lease and the
oysters, cultch, reefs and beds located therein, including any loss, sustained by the Lessee and any
affiliated persons or entities working with or through Lessee, arising out of, connected with, incident
to, or directly or indirectly resulting from or related to diversion of freshwater or sediment, depositing
of dredged spoil or other material or any other action taken pursuant to coastal restoration projects
undertaken by the State and/or the United States, their officials, agents, representatives, employees,
agencies, departments and/or commissions, for the benefit of the people of the State of Louisiana. Such
coastal restoration activities include, but are not limited to, the management, preservation,
enhancement, creation or restoration of coastal wetlands, water bottoms or dependent fish and wildlife
populations. Damages include, but are not limited to, oyster mortality, oyster disease, damaged oyster
beds or decreased oyster production, loss of revenue and/or loss of income due to siltation, changes in
salinity, pollution or other causes, regardless of the passive, concurrent, active or sole negligence of the
State of Louisiana and/or the United States, their officials, agents, representatives, employees, agencies,
departments and/or commissions, and regardless of whether liability without fault, strict liability,
absolute liability, or liability for inverse condemnation, liability for a "taking" in violation of the
constitutions of the United States or the State is alleged or imposed upon the State and/or the United
States, their officials, representatives, employees, agencies, departments and/or commissions.
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VENUE

Any lawsuit (1) contesting the validity of this lease or any of the provisions thereof, (2)
asserting any right granted hereunder or related hereto; (3) seeking the performance of any duty
imposed herein; (4) arising in any manner out of or in any way connected to this lease or any provision
thereof, or, (5) stating any claim against the State or any agency, officer, department, official,
representative or employee of the State under any theory of law, including, but not limited to tort,
breach of contract, abuse of or challenge to agency discretion, inverse condemnation, unconstitutional
"takings," equity, or administrative relief, or any action arising out of or in any way related to damages
or losses associated with this lease and/or the oysters, cultch, reefs, water bottoms, water condition,
and/or beds located therein shall only be maintained in the Nineteenth Judicial District Court for the
Parish of East Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana.

O O S.

This lease is issued in accordance with Act 201 of 1980 which amended and reenacted Section
426 of Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes relative to the renewal of oyster leases for Louisiana
water bottoms. Resurvey and plan are required and will be made subsequent to the beginning date of
any renewal of this lease.

This lease shall begin on the date hereof and shall expire on January 1st, 20 .
The rent shall be Two and No/100 Dollars ($, $2.00 ) per acre, or any fraction

of an acres, per annum. The receipt of the rent paid in advance at the time of the signing of this lease
up to the first day of next January to wit:

The sum of Dollars ($ L) is

herewith acknowledged, and annually thereafter the sum of __Two and No/160 _ Dollars ($_2.00) per
acre of any fraction of an acre shall be paid in advance, on or before the first day of January in each
year until the expiration of this original lease.

This lease is issued and the water bottoms herein leased shall be held subject to the provisions
of R.S.56:421 through 451, both inclusive, and the rules and regulations of the Department as provided
in said Act.

This lease is made and accepted subject to the provisions of R.S. 49:214.5 and R.S. 49:214.6
and to any and all changes in the laws of Louisiana or the regulations of the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries of Louisiana, on the subject of the yearly rental, the time and manner of payment, the notice
of rental, delinquency, and the mode and manner of forfeiture hereof; and all such changes shall be held
and considered as if written into this lease at the time of its signing.

This lease is also subject to Department policies not stipulated by regulations.

STATE OF LOUISIANA
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE
AND FISHERIES OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
Lessee Chief Surveyor
Thus done and signed in triplicate at
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, this ____
day of y By: )

Under Secretary for Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries of Louisiana
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Louisiana Oyster Growers and Dealers Association
&

November 15, 1996

The Honorable Mike Foster
Governor, State of Louisiana

Post Office Box 94004

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9004

Len Bahr, Chairman

Governor’s Office of Coastal Activity
Post Office Box 94396

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804

Jack Caldwell, Secretary
Department of Natural Resources
. Post Office Box 94396
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804

James Jenkins, Secretary
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898

Dear Sirs:

It has recently come to our attention that the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries (LDWF) has began to consider not renewing oyster leases that are in coastal restoration
areas as identified by the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources (LDNR). Having served on
the Louisiana Oyster Mitigation Committee for approximately eighteen months, we do not believe
that this action is within the spirit of the committee’s direction.

We have worked diligently to develop a mitigation process to overcome adverse impacts
. to oyster farmers. The committee is preparing a legislative package that they will soon distribute
for your review. Throughout our involvement with the committee it has been our understanding
that oyster leases within areas that may be impacted by coastal restoration projects would be
provided with options for relocation etc. and that new leases within this area would have hold
harmless clauses relating to damages from coastal restoration projects to protect the state and its
political subdivisions. In some areas where the beneficial use of dredge material may be used for



coastal restoration purposes it has been discussed that a hold harmless clause will not be
satisfactory for the Army Corps of Engineers and that oyster leases in these small well defined
areas will be only given the option of relocating or exchanging and that leasing in these areas may
be prohibited. Obviously there are complex issues to address but the Mitigation Committee is
making progress. We strongly believe it would be a mistake for LDWF and LDNR to take these
issues into their own hands by developing leasing policies that have not been run through the
committee.

Our recommendation to you is that oyster leases that are not being considered for renewal
in coastal restoration areas be renewed with a hold harmless clause to protect the state and that
the lessees be provided with the options developed by the mitigation committee. We would also
suggest that appropriate maps be made available for review by the LDNR at LDWF facilities that
delineate those areas that are being considered as potential coastal restoration impact areas where
oyster leases exist. We would also suggest that renewal lease holders be notified with their
renewals that their lease is in a potential coastal restoration impact area, and that they should
review the appropriate maps at LDWF. These maps should also contain areas identified by the
Army Corps of Engineers for beneficial use of dredge material. We would further suggest that
new applications for oyster leases with hold harmless clauses be granted in coastal restoration
impact areas. Also, LDWF should grant no new applications in beneficial use of dredge material
areas and current lessees in these areas should be provided with the options of relocating or
exchanging these leases.

Thank you for your consideration of this very serious matter. We look forward to
continuing to work with you to resolving the issues confronting the Oyster Coastal Mitigation
Committee and to keeping Louisiana as the number one oyster producer in the United States.

Ralph Pausina, President Mitch Jurisich, Jr.
Louisiana Oyster Dealers & Growers Association Plaquemines Oyster Association

Sam Slavich, | Wilson Voisin, Jr. Chairman
Louisiana Oyster Dealers & Growers Association ~ Louisiana Oyster Task Force

Mike Voisin, Vice Chairman
Gulf Oyster Industry Council



December 16, 1996

'NOTICE OF NON-RENEWAL OF OYSTER LEASE

Dear Sirs:

The Louisiana Revised Statutes provxde the framework through which the state leascs water
bottoms for oyster cultivation, including the 15 year Iease term and the time frame for lease
renewal. The law requires that lessees be notified of non renewal prior to the expu-ahon of the
lease on December 31.

Inconsxdemnon of the overal.lbestmlerestof thcstar.e,thelpmstana t of Wildlife
and Fisheries is exercising its discretion at this time to not renew the lease of state ater bottoms
No. for ______acres. Therefore, your lease will expire on December 31, 1996, a‘:i12:00
midnight. Please be advised, pursuant to this notice, youarcauthonzedlmtﬂ Iulyl 1997, t0
remove all improvements from this lease. : 1

It is the intent of the Departinent to work with the oyster industry and the Legislatare to address
mmrelamdtothem@eoftheoystermdmtxymdmcntleasmgpm&mmtﬁﬂmstatzs
overall Coastal Restoration Program during the 1997 Regular Session of tholsgislamrewhxch
begins in March.

Pleasebcadwseddmnfmthefunneﬂ:cDepmentdcmdwtoxssucancwleese for the same
water bottoms, or any part thereof, wewmaﬁempnongcyoutheﬁrstopporunmty{olwscthm
water bottoms.

Sincerely,

James H. Jenkins, Jr.
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Btate of Lonisiana

QFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
it Paton Bouge
M. J. *RIKE” FOSTER, JB. POST CFFICE BOX 86004
GOVERNOR 70804-0004 (504) 342-7018
January 3, 1997
MEMORANDUM
TO: Members, Qyster Lease Mitigation Committee

FROM: L? Len Bahr
SUBJECT: Committee meeting on January 7 (location changed to Nicholl’s State Univ.)

The format and location of the January 7 meeting have been changed to take advantage of an
opportunity that should be of great interest to all committee members. Dr. Joe DeAlteris,
from the University of Rhode Island, has agreed on very short notice to join us for a technical
discussion of various approaches to surveying estuarine water bottom over large areas in a
cost-effective manner. Dr. Dealteris has extensive experience in measuring the quality of
oyster habitat in various estuaries including the Chesapeake Bay and he has developed what
appears to be a credible, objective and practical survey procedure.

We will describe to Dr. DeAlteris the scope and specific requirements of our need to
characterize the suitability of specific areas within the Barataria Bay system for the purpose of
relocating oyster leases. The ensuing discussion wiil focus on whether Dr. DeAlteris’
technique is appropriate and/or adaptable for our specific needs.

In addition 1o committee members the meeting will be open to anyone interested in acoustic
and other remote sensing techniques, estuarine benthic systems, sedimentary processes, oyster
propagation and refated fields. Persons with field experience in the range of bottom types
found in the Barataria system are encouraged to participate.

We will meet at 10:00 2.m. in the Century Room at Nicholl's State University (under the
stadium). Dr. DeAlteris will be flying out of New Orleans Tuesday afternoon and will have to
leave Nicholls by about 2:30 p.m., which should give us adequate time for discussion. In the
interest of taking maximum advantage of Dr. DeAlteris’ time no other agenda items are

proposed at this time.



Louisiana Oyster Growers and Dealers Association

&
Louisiana Oyster Task Force

Bi

January 6, 1997

The Honorable Mike Foster
Governor, State of Louisiana

Post Office Box 94004

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9004

Len Bahr, Chairman

Govemnor’s Office of Coastal Activity
Post Office Box 94396

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804

Dear Sirs:

It is with a sad and discouraged heart that we write this letter. We have all expended
much time and effort in an attempt to soften the adverse effects of coastal restoration projects on
possible impacted oyster leases and leaseholders. We all started with good intentions for a noble
cause and, the leaseholders, now find ourselves in an untenable position.

The Oyster Lease Mitigation Committee was formed at the request of the Oyster Industry
as a forum to express to State Administrators the needs, requirements, method of operation, and
- concerns of our farmers as pertains to coastal restoration, The purpose of the committee was to
mitigate any adverse effects on oyster leases, leaseholders and to the state caused by renewing and
restoring I.omslana s coastline.

This Oyster Lease Mitigation Committee is no longer functioning as a fair and
representative forum for all the interests associated with coastal restoration. The decision to not
renew (copy attached) some oyster leases dated December 16, 1996 and mailed to those parties
tells us that the Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) is no
" longer interested in discussing issues of mutual interest with the oyster industry at the Oyster
Lease Mitigation Committee forum. Just as we asked that this committee be formed, we now ask
that this committee be disbanded as we, the Oyster Industry Representatives, can no longer
participate in such a forum. We feel that wnhout our presence tbere can be no justification for
such a committee as structured.

 There is agreement that there should be a hold-harmless clause in leases in impacted areas
only if this provision was coupled with some form of a leaseholder option package that is effective



and accessible for current lease holders. This package has been on the table for a very long time.
The committee agreed that the best way to implement the leaseholder option package was by
legislative action. Some committee participants have delayed the draft legislative proposal
repeatedly. A workshop dedicated solely to developing the proposed legislation has recently been
canceled without cause.

In lieu of further discussion on the option package, the January 7 meeting’s topic is on a
technical discussion of various approaches to surveying estuaries water bottom. The first
workshop clearly defined as the best method of sutveying estuarine water bottom as poling. The
expert hired by the Department of Natural Resources, Dr. Sammy Ray, also agreed and reported
that the best method is by poling. All committee participants agreed that other methods could be
in time more cost effective and less time consuming than poling. Committee participants agreed
that poling should be done, then we could compare these other methods with poling to correlate
each properly. This correlation is not now the highest priority.

Putting together a Legislative package by all the various interests involved in Coastal
Restoration is definitely of the utmost importance for inmediate action. The Oyster Industry is
now under a moratorium for granting any new water bottom leases, with a time frame for
developing a method of handling those that would be in an area impacted by a coastal restoration
project. Nothing is being done to develop this process.

The State has issued letters of non-renewal of some oyster leases. This action s .
counterproductive to the interests of the future of the oyster industry. This action has fostered
legal action, which is unwanted by all concerned. The LDWF is by law empowered to encourage
leasing of water bottoms to enhance and develop a strong oyster industry. We leaseholders have
continually adjusted to changing environmental conditions to exist and expand our markets to the
betterment of the economy of Louisiana.

Our recommendation to you is that oyster leases that have not been rénewed_in coastal
restoration areas be renewed. This will allow those lease holders to be treated like all other lease
holders until the legislative process and judicial process have dealt with these issues. '

Ralph Pausina, President = Mitch Junisich, Jr.
Louisiana Oyster Dealers & Growers Association  Plaquemines Oyster Assocxanon

Sam Slawch, Wilson Vonsm, Jr. Chairman
Louisiana Oyster Dealgfs & Growers Association  Louisiana Oyster Task Force

e Voisin, Vice Chairman )
Gulf Oyster Industry Council



CC:

Randy L. Ewing
Senate President

Hunt B. Downer
Speaker of the House

Jack Caldwell
Secretary, Louisiana Department of Natural Resources

Jimmy Jenkins
Secretary, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

Louisiana House and Senate Natural Resources Committees

Mark Davis
Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana



RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission dées hereby amend the
regulations governing the Special Bait Dealer’s Permit (LAC
76:VII.329). Authority for adoption of this rule is included in
R.S. 56:497(C).

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishing

§329. Special Bait Dealer’s Permit

* x *
C. Operations
* % %
3. No more than two gallons of dead shrimp may be

aboard the vessel while it is operating under the permit. All dead
shrimp in excess of two gallons must be immediately returned to the
water. Shrimp dying in onshore holding facilities may be sold for
bait use only, in lots not to exceed 16 ounces in weight.

* %k %

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in aqcordance with R.S.
56:497(C) .

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 3:210 (April
1977), amended LR 15:867 (October 1989), LR 19:215 (February 1993),
LR 22: .

Chairman



RESOLUTION

Managerial Adjustment to the Remaining Portion of the 96/97

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Oyster Season on the Public Grounds

Adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

January 9, 1997

R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day which
in 1996 was September 4, and

the oyster resources on the "Public Oyster Seed Grounds
and Oyster Seed Reservations" were surveyed and the
available supply and size variation has been determined,
and

the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission established the
96/97 season on the "Louisiana Public Oyster Seed Grounds
and the Sister Lake, Hackberry Bay and Bay Gardene Oyster
Seed Reservations" not currently under lease to open one-
half hour before sunrise on September 4, 1996, and
established the season in Calcasieu Lake, and

these areas are scheduled to close on April 1, 1997, and

there are provisions wunder R.S. 56:433 B(l) for
extensions through May 15th of each season after
considering the recommendations of the Oyster Task Force,
and R.S. 56:433E allows for adjustments to the season,

~and

WHEREAS,

R.S. 56:6(25)(a) allows the Commission, through its

. Secretary, to set seasons, times and places, based on

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

biological and technical data for all fish for the
purposes of management of fishery species for the maximum
continuing social and economic benefit to the State
without over fishing, and

the Louisiana Oyster Task Force members were presented
with these recommendations at the December 12, 1996
meeting and voted in favor of the recommendation, now

BE IT RESOLVED, that the 3ister Lake Oyster Seed
Reservation shall close effective at 5 p.m. February 1,
1997 and remain closed for the remainder of the 96/97
public oyster season; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an area on the Breton Sound Public

Oyster Seed Ground, Plagquemines Parish, inside a line
running from the marker at Bayou Terre Boeufs, south to




Snake Island, then to Lonesome Island, to Bell Island,
south to the land mass on the south side of Bay Crabe,
including the public grounds in Bay Gardene, Bay Crabe
shall close at 5 p.m. February 1, 1997 and remain closed
for the remainder of the season, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the open season on all of the
remaining portions of the public grounds with the
exception of Calcasieu Lake public tonging reef shall be
extended to April 30, 1997 at 5 p.m., and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries 1is authorized to take emergency
action, 1f necessary, to <close areas if oyster
mortalities are occurring or to delay the season or close
areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good
probability of survival, or where it is found that there
are excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the
authority  to take emergency action to reopen areas
previously closed if the threat to the resource has
ended.

Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife & Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under the
.authority of R.S. 56:6(25)(a), R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:435.1,
notice is hereby given that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
hereby declare:

1. That the Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservation shall close
effective February 1, 1997 at 5 p.m. and remain closed for the
remainder of the 96/97 public oyster season.

2. That an area on the Breton Sound Public Oyster Seed Ground
inside a line running from the marker at Bayou Terre Boeufs, south
to Snake Island, then to Lonesome Island, to Bell Island, south to
the land mass on the south side of Bay Crabe, including the public
grounds in Bay Gardene, Bay Crabe shall close on February 1, 1997
at 5 p.m. and remain closed for the remainder of the season.

3. That the open season on all of the remaining portions of
the public grounds wifh the exception of Calcasieu Lake public

tonging reef shall be extended to April 30, 1997 at 5 p.m.

Chairman



MANAGERIAL ADJUSTMENT
TO THE REMAINING PORTION OF THE 96/97 OYSTER SEASON
ON THE
PUBLIC GROUNDS

THE BRETON SOUND PUBLIC GROUND
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| CAUTION
~, Numerous oil well structures are
. located within Breton Sound ana

waters to the westward.




RESOLUTION

Managerial Adjustment to the Remaining Portion of the 96/97

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

Oyster Season on the Public Grounds

Adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

January 9, 1997

R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day which
in 1996 was September 4, and

the oyster resources on the "Public Oyster Seed Grounds
and Oyster Seed Reservations" were surveyed and the
available supply and size variation has been determined,
and

the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission established the
96/97 season on the "Louisiana Public Oyster Seed Grounds
and the Sister Lake, Hackberry Bay and Bay Gardene Oyster
Seed Reservations" not currently under lease to open one-
half hour before sunrise on September 4, 1996, and
established the season in Calcasieu Lake, and

these areas are scheduled to close on April 1, 1997, and

there are provisions under R.S8. 56:433 B(l) for
extensions through May 15th of each season after
considering the recommendations of the Oyster Task Force,
and R.S. 56:433E allows for adjustments to the season,
and

R.S. 56:6(25)(a) allows the Commission, through its
Secretary, to set seasons, times and places, based on
biological and technical data for all fish for the
purposes of management of fishery species for the maximum
continuing social and economic Dbenefit to the State
without over fishing, and

the Louisiana Oyster Task Force members were presented
with these recommendations at the December 12, 1996
meeting and voted in favor of the recommendation, now

BE IT RESOLVED, that the gister Lake oOyster Seed
Reservation shall close effective at 5 p.m. February 1,
1997 and remain closed for the remainder of the 96/97
public oyster season; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an area on the Breton Sound Public

Oyster Seed Ground, Plaquemines Parish, inside a line
running from the marker at Bayou Terre Boeufs, south to




Snake Island, then to Lonesome Island, to Bell Island,
south to the land mass on the south side of Bay Crabe,
including the public grounds in Bay Gardene, Bay Crabe
shall close at 5 p.m. February 1, 1997 and remain closed
for the remainder of the season, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the open season on all of the
remaining portions of the public grounds with the
exception of Calcasieu Lake public tonging reef shall be
extended to April 30, 1997 at 5 p.m., and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries 1is authorized to take emergency
action, 1f  necessary, to «close areas 1if oyster
mortalities are occurring or to delay the season or close
areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good
probability of survival, or where it is found that there
are excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the
authority to take emergency action to reopen areas
previously closed if the threat to the resource has
ended.

DA

Chairman/ /
la. Wildlife & Fisheries La.
Commission Fisheries

, secretary
Wildlife and



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency ﬁrovisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 267, and under the
authority of R.S. 56:6(25)(a), R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:435.1,
notice is hereby given that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
hereby declare:

1. That the Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservation shall close

effective February 1, 1997 at 5 p.m. and remain closed for the
remainder of the 96/97 public oyster season.

2. That an area on the Breton Sound Public Oyster Seed Ground
inside a line running from the marker at Bayou Terre Boeufs, south
to Snake Island, then to Lonesome Island, to Bell Island, south to
the land mass on the south side of Bay Crabe, including the public
grounds in Bay Gardene, Bay Crabe shall close on February 1, 1997
at 5 p.m. and remain closed for the remainder of the season.

3. That the open season on all of the remaining portions of
the public grounds with the exception of Calcasieu Lake public

tonging reef shall be extended to April 30, 1997 at 5 p.n.

Chairman



ON THE
PUBLIC GROUNDS

MANAGERIAL ADJUSTMENT

TO THE REMAINING PORTION OF THE 96/97 OYSTER SEASON

THE BRETON SOUND PUBLIC GROUND
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ENFORCEMENT CASE REPORT-DECEMBER 1996

REGION |
TOTAL CASES-102 ' WMASKREFUGES-4
3-Boating I

3-Fishing W/O Resident Pole License

1-Sell And Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealers License
1-Take/Poss. Undersize Commercial Finfish

9-Hunting W/O Resident Hunting License

1-Hunting W/o Non-Resident License

1-Hunting From A Moving Vehicle

5-Hunting With Unplugged Gun Or Silencer

3-Hunt From A Public Road Or Road Right-Of-Wzy

1-Hunt MGB W/O A State Stamp i

2-Failure To Comply With Hunter Safety Regulations
6-Hunt W/O Resident [Iiig Game License

1-Hunt W/O Non-Resident Big Game License

1-Hunt Or Take Deer illegal Hours Or \N./.Artific-ilal Light |
20-Hunt Or Take Deer Fr'om Public Road

1-Possession Of lllegally Take Deer O/S

6-Field Possession Of Deer Meat W/O Tag:

7-Failure To Wear Hunters Orange



Page (2)

REGION 1 CONT’D,
1-Hunting Ducks W/O Federall Stamp
1-Wanton Waste Of MGB |
3-Possession Of Over Limit Of Ducks
4-Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On WMA
3-Littering
1-Otlher Than Wildlife And Fisheries
1;Possession Of Firearm Of Convicted Felon
9-Opgrate ATV On Public Road
1-Simple Obstruction Of Highway Of Commerce
1-Driving W/O Operators License
'5-Discharge Firearm From Public Road
CONFISCATIONS:

2 guns, 1 spotlight, 1 hunter orange vest, 1 camo vest, 1 button buck, 11 deer, 12 ducks,

5 ice chests.
DIO EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION
3-Boating 3-Littering

3-Sport Fishing

2-Commercial Fishing
64-Hunting

5-MGB

22-Misc.
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REGION 2
. TOTAL CASES-81  WMAS&REFUGES-4
4-Boating

7-Angling W/O A License

1-Angling W/O A Non-Resident License
3-Hunting W/O Resident License

1-Hunting W/O Non-Résigient License
1-Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License
1-Hunt W/O Non-Resident Big Game License
9-Hunt/Take Deer From Public Road

7-Hunt From Public Road

1-Fail To Colmply With Hunter Orange Regs.
3-Hunt Wild Quadrupeds And/Or Wild Bi;ds lllegal Hours
5-Hunt Deer illegal Hours

1-Hunt llfegal Deer Open Season

5-Hunt From Public Road

2-Hunt MGB W/O State Stamp

6-Hunt DMAP W/O Permission’
1-Spotlighting Public Road

1-Discharge Firearm From Publié Road

1-Hunt MGB With Unplugged Gun
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REGION 2 CONT’D,

. 4-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On WMA
1-Possession Of lilegal Drugs |
+DWI

5-Operate ATV On Public Road
1-Littering ‘
1-No Driving License |

1-Reckless Operation bf A Vehicle
4-Discharge Firearms’

CONFISCATIONS:

5 guns, 1 doe deer, 2 spotlights, 1-8point buck head and horn, 1 box of marijuana with

pipe, 1-6 volt light, 1 mag.light, 2 boxes 22 ammo., 1 doe deer.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 2:
4-Boatinvg

8-Sport Fishing
47-Hunting
1-MGB
20-Other

1-Littering
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REGION 3 .

- TOTAL CASES-243 WMAS&REFUGES-8
4-Boating |

1-Angling W/O Resident License

5-Take Game Fish lllegally

1-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial License
1-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License
2-Use Lead Nets In Other Than Overflow Area
7-Hunt W/O Resident Basic Hunting License
7-Hunt W/O Resident Big Game Liéense

5-Hunt W/O Non-Resident Basic License

‘4-Hunt W/O Non-Resident Big Game License
72-Hunit From Public Road

1-Discharge Firearm From Public Road

17-Hunt From Moving Vehicle

3-Hunt With Unplugged Gun

15-Hunt Deer lllegal Hours W/Artificial Light
8-Hunt Wild Quadrupeds lllegal Hours T
2-Hunt Deer In Closed Area |
3-Take lllegal Deer Open Season

1-Fail To Maintain Sex l.D.

|
10-Failure To Wear Hunters Orange
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REGION 3 CONT'D,

- 1-Hunt Deer W/lllegal Weapon
5-Hunt/Take Ducks W/O State Duck Stamp
1-Trapping W/O Resident Licen;e

2-Hunt Raccoons/Opossumls llegally ‘
7-Failure To Abi;::ile By Rules And Regs. On WMA
7-Hunt/Take Du;ks W/O Federal Stamp
2-Hunt/Take Ducks W/O Unsigned Stamp
1-Hunt MGB W/Unplugged Gun

2-i—lunt/Take Duzks Closed Season
2-Take/Possess Over Limit Ducks

9-Hunt/Take MGB lllegal Hours

12-Hlunt/Take MGB W/Lead Shot

1-Take Robins No-Season

1-Possession Firearm By Convicted Felon
1~Viotation|0f Probation Or License Revocation
3-Operate ATV On Public Road

3-littering

1-Criminal Trespass

2-Trespass On Railroad Property

3-Simple Obstruction Of Highway Of Commerce

2-Reckless Operation Of Motor Vehicle
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REGION 3 CONT’D,

2-Driving W/O Operators License
T-Improper Lane Usage
| 1-DWI|
1-Ill?gal Possession Of Marijuana .
NFI I
23 woodducks, 4 ringneck ducks, 12 mallards, 2 gadwall, 1 deer, 150 lbs. Of bowfin, 52
Ibs. Of catfish, 5 lbs. ‘0<f l;uffalo, 22 crappie, 19 bream, 3 black bass, 12 guns, 117 lead

shot, 2 spotlight, 1 wheatlight, 1 mag.flashlight, 1 snare, 1 bag marijuana, 1 basic hunting

license, 1 resident big game license, 8 lead nets, 6 hoop nets.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGIdN 3:
4~Bloating |
7-Sport Fishling

4-Commercial Fishing '
171-Hunting

36-MGB

18-Other

3-Littering
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REGION 4 '
' . TOTAL CASES-145 ' WMA&REFUGES-58

|
3-Boating

2-Angling W/O A License
3-Angling W/O A Non-Resident Li(éense
1-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial License
1-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License
1-Take Undersize Commercial Fish
5-Hunt Without A Rés.i.dent License
1-Bow Hunt W/O Bow License
9-Hunting From A Moving Vehicie
2-Hunting With An Unplugged Gun
7-Hunt Wild Quadrupeds Illegal Hours
3-Hunt From A Public Road
4-Hunting Witho't A Resident Big Game License
1-H1Imt Deer Closed Area
2-H:1nt Or Take Deer lllegal Hours With Artificial Light
5-Hu<nt Or Take Deer From Public Road |
1rHulnt Or Take lllegal Deer Open Season
14-Fail To Comply W/Hunters Orange Regulations
.

. 1-Hunt On DMAP Lands W/O Permit From Owner/Lessee
]

1-Hunt Raccoons lllegally

t
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R!EQl ION 4 CONT’D. !

3-Failure To Comply Wi.th PFD Requirements

1-Hunting MGB With Unplugged Gun

1-Hunting MGB Illegal Hours '

3-Wanton Waste Of MGB .
8-Using Lead Shot In Area Designated Steell Shot Cnly

5-Possess Over f.,imit Of Ducks

2-Taking Or Possession Of Other Non-Game Birds

3-Violate National Wildlife Regulations

47-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On WMA

1-Trespassing

CONEISCATIONS: -
1 deer, 5 raccoons, 213 catfish, 40 ducks, 1 Hawk, 2 spotlights, 5 rifles, 100 yérds of 3
inch webbing, 58 lead shells.

[OTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 4:

3-Bc|>ating

8-Fishing

63-Hunting

23-Federal

‘48-Other
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REGION 5
TJOTAL CASES-1/i6 ‘ WMA&REFUGES-5
12-Boating

4-Angling W/O A License

2-Alngling W/O A Non-Resident License

1-Take/Possess LJndersize Red Drum

3-Take/Possess Undersize Black Drum

1-Take/Possess Overlimit Black Drum

1-Sell/Buy Seafood Without Wholesale/Retail Dealers License
" 3-Failure To Maintain Records

2-Possess/Sell Undersize Crabs

3-‘Vio|ation Calcasieu Lake Regulations

2-Failure To Hold Oyster Tags For Sixty Days

4-‘-!unting W/O A License .

2-Hunting W/O A Non-Resident License
12-Hunting From Moving Vehicle
11-Hunting lllega} Hours

5-Hunting From Public Road

;
1-Hunting MGB Without State Stamp
2|-Hunting Without Resident Big Game License

2-Hunting Without Non-Resident Big Game

3-Hunting/Or Take Deer lllegal Hours
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! REGION ‘D
5-Hunting/Take Deer Public Road
5-Failure To Wear Hunters Orange
6-Hunting On DMAP W/O Permit
4-Hunting Raccoons/Opossums lllegally
| 3-Hunting W/O Federal Stamp
2-Hunting MGB With Unplugged Gun
v 12-Hunting MGB Illieg‘al Hours

2—HuntingI MGB From Moving Boat
8-Using Lead Shot In Steel Shot Only
7-Hunting MGB With Electronic Call
2-Hunting Ducks Closed Season
2-Taking IBIS Mo Season

2-Hunting MGB W/O State Stamp
1-Hunting MGB W/O Basic Hunting License
1-Resisting An Cfficer

1-Flight From An Officer

1-Reckless Operation Of A Vehicle
.13-Vjio|ation Of Sanitary Code-Chapter 9

.2-Discharge Firearms From Public Road

|
1-Miscellaneous Federal Violation
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REGION 5

: CONFISCATIONS;

5 guns, 71 lead shot shells, 16-22 bullets, 12 shotgun shells, 2-#6 nitro mag. shé"s, 2

night lights with batteries, 4 hunting licenses, 75 sacks of oysters returned to water, 44
gallons of oysters destroyed, 21 coons , 6 rabbits, & redfish, 15 boxes undersize crabs, 21
ducks. '

TOTAL OF EACH CATECORY FOR REGION 5;

12-Boating | : |

22-Fishing

122-Hunting
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REGION 6 |
TOTAL CASES-180
38-Boating
5-Angling Without A License
1-Angling Without A Non-Resident License’
2-Ar;gling Without Resident Pole License
1-Take Or Possess Undersize Red Drum
3-Taf<e Or ;’ossess Undersize Black Drum
1-Take Or Possess Overlimit Of Black Drum'
‘4-Removing Contents From crab Traps
|
9-Hunt Without Resident License
14-Hunt From-A Moving Vehicle
1-Hunting With Unplugged Gun
6-Hunting Wild Quadrupeds Il'legal Hour;
13-Hunt From A Public Road Or Right Of Way
é-Hunt MGB Without State Stamp .
| 3-lllegal Spotlighting From Public Road
t-Littering
1-Speeding
1-1Flight From An Officer

1-Reckless Operation Of A Vehicle

WMA&REFUGES-39
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REGION 6 CONT'D, |

1-Hunt Without Resident Big Game License

7-Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear lllegal Hours

1-Hunt Or Take lllegal Deer Open Season

1-Possess Overlimit Of Deer

1-Field Possession Of Deler Meat Without Tag

2-Failure To Wear Hunter Orange |

2-Possess Spotted quln
13-Hunt Raccoons Or Opossums illegally
19-f:lot Abiding By Rules And Regulations On WMA

4-Hunting l?ucks Or Geese Without Federal Stamp

3-H;1nt MGB Over Baited Area
‘ 6-Using Lead Shot In Designated Steel Shot Area
. 4-Warr|ton Waste Of MGB

8-Poss.ess Overlimit Of Ducks

1-Hunt MGB Without State Stamp

CONFISCATIONS;

14 guns, 4 spotlights, 1 batter):, 4 knives, 1..ATV, 24.trucks, 85 steel shot shells, 3 rifle
bullets, 51 cartridges, 3-10 round clips, 3 shotgun shells, 30 raccoons, 4 deer, 28 teal, 6
shovelers, 2 mallard hens, 2 gadwall, 1 widgeon, 1 spoonbill, 14 black drum, 1 red drum,

1 ice chest of crabs, 1 check for $51.00. .
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GION ‘D

IO!AL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION (;;
38-Boating

13-Sport Fishing ,

4-Commercial Fishing

73-Hunting

19-WMA

26-Federal

6-Misc.

1-Littering
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REGION 7
- JOTAL CASES-230
3-Boating |
17-Angling Without A License
2-Angling Without A License Non-Resident
2-Fish Without Resident Pole License
1-Transport Without Required License
25-Hunt Without Basicv Lic ense
17-Hunt From A Moving Vehicle
.4-Ht'mt With Unplugged Gun
Z-Ill;zg;l Night Hunting
15-Hunt From A Public Road
3-Fail iTo Comply With Hunter Safety Requirements
20-Hunt Without Big Game License
1-Hunt Without Non-Residenlt Big Game License
16-Hunt Deer lllegal Hours
3-Take Deer lllegal Methods‘
19-Hunt Or Take Deer From A Public Roa‘c‘i
5-Take lllegal Deer Open Season
1-Hunt Or Take Deer With lllegal Weapon

3-Over limit Of Deer

28-Fail To Wear Hunters Orange

R

U

-18
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REGION 7 CONT'D,

1-Take Turkey Closed Season
| 3-Possess Tlurkey Closed Season

1-Hunt With Federal Stamp
2-Possession Of Lead Shot
1-Hunt MGB Without State Stamp

11-Not Abiding By WMA Rules And Regs.

| 1-Use WMA Without License Or Stamp

7-Crimina| Trespass
3-Littering
1-Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

~ 1-Possess Firearm By Convicted Felon
2-Obstruction Of A Highway

4-Discharge Firearm From A Public Road

CONFISCATIONS:

10 deer, 2 turkeys, 3 rabbits, 1'squirrel, 14 guns, 2 spotlights.
TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 7:

3-Boating 3-Litterir:.g

1-Commercial Fishing

21‘-Sp0rt Fishing

‘187-Hulnting

15-|Other
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REGION 8
- TOTAL CASES-204 WMA&REFUQES;EW
32-Boating

18-Angling W/O A Basic License

2-Angling W/O a Non-Resident ‘License . ;
3-Angling W/O Saltwater License

1-Take Or Possess Game Fish illegally

2-Possess Over Thg Limit Of Red Drum

2-Take Or Possess Undersize Red Drum

1-Take Or Possess Undersize Black Drum

2-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial License

3-Take Commercial Fish W/O Gear License,

2-Take Or Possess Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License

2-Fail To Maintain Records

1-Leave Nets Unattended '

1-Blocking Passage Of Fish ' '
2-Destroy Legal Crab Tl"aps Or RemovingI Contents

2-Allow Another To Use Commercial l.icé.nse

2-Take Spotted Seatrout lllegal Hours

2-Take Spotted Seatrout Without A Permit

1-Permit Unlicensed Person To Operate Commercial Vessel

1-Permit Unlicensed Person To Use Commerciar Gear
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REGION 8 CONT'D.
1-Failure To Tag/Mark Nets
1-Take Mullet Commercially W/O Permit
4-Take Commercial Mullet Illegal Hours
1-lJlnIawfuIly Take Oysters From State Water Bottoms
3-Take dysters From Unapproved Area
9-Talll(e Undersize Oysters From Natural Reef
1-Failure To Disp';ay_ Proper Number On Vessel

~2-Hunting Without A Resident License
|

'6-Possess Wild Birds Or Wild Quadrupeds Without A License

7-Hunt From A Moving Vehicle

13-;-Iunt Wild Quadrupeds lllegal Hours

2-Hunt From Public Road Or llload Right Of Way
3-Hunt MGB Without State Stamp

4-Fail To Corﬁply with Hunter Safety Regulations .
1-Hunt Without Resident Big Game License
5-Hunt Or Take Deer lllegal Hours

5-Hunt Or Take Deer From Public Road

17Fail To Comply with Hunters Orange Regulatior:s
3-Possess Fur Bearing Animals Without A License

4-Hunt Ducks Without A Federal Stamp

4-Hunt MGB With Unplugged Gun
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REGION 8 CONT'D. ! :
4-Hunt MGB lilegal Hours |
6-Hunt MGB Frorn Moving Motorboat

2-Rallying MGB

3-\/\}anton Waste Of MGB

12-Use Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only

5-Polsses$ Over The Limit Of Ducks

2-Taking Grebe-No Season
“1-Taking Or Possession Of Other Non-Gamé Birds-No Season

7-Other

CONFISCATIONS:

8 guns, 5 headlights, 3 batteries, 1 gear license, 1 yyster harvester license, 1 commercial
fisherman’s license, 1 vessel license, 1 mullet perrzit, 113 lead shotgun shells, 2 grebes, 2
commorants, 1 nutria, 2 rabbits, 3 deer, 39 ducks, 20 coots, 94 bullets, 5 mullet nets, 1

cast net, 1 truck, i boat, 1 trailer, 1 outboard motor, 600 feet of unattended net, 294

sacks of oysters, 64 lbs. Of shrimp sold for $115.00, 14 speckled trout sold for $14.60,

12 red drum, 42 bass, 48 sac au lait, 2 black drum.
TOTAI. OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGIOI:I 8:
32-Boating- | 7-Other
29-Sport Fishing

|

41-Commercial Fishing

95-Hunting



; SHRIMP ACTIVITY REPORT

REGION 8

CONliPLAINTS

1. Shrimp activity for this month has been very low. The white shrimp crop has been

disappointing, and there has been low effort.

PATROLS
1. Due to hunting seasons and the mullet season, we put little effort into targeted shrimp
patrols, On regular saltwater patrols several shrimpers were checked for licenses and

gear.

|

INQUIRIES

1. We received fewer inquiries for TED informatio.n, which Qére referred to tﬁe LSU
Cooperative fxtensibn Service Fisheries Agent Gerald Horst.

2.. We received a few calls regarding mesh size, shrimp size, net and frames size, license
requirements, and other legal questions.

3. The main questions received were regarding the closure date, outside waters, and the

boundaries of Breton and Chandeleur Sounds, which remain open.

¢

CASES

1. One shrimp case was made based upon a person using another’s license. 644 shrimp

were seized and sold.,
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REGION 9
]
. TOTAL CASES-222 _ WMAS&REFUGES-15
11-Boating

1-Angling W/O Non-Resident License
1,-ArTg|ing W/O A License
12-Angling W/O Saltwater License
I
7-Fai‘| To Have Saltwatgr Stamp
11-Possess O/L Of Red- Drum
7-Possession Of Undersize Black Drum
~ 1-Take Commercial Fish W/Q Commercial License
2-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License
2-ITake Commercial Fish W/O Vessel Licens;: |
1-Fail To Maintain Records
1-Transport W/O Required License
1-Failure To Have Written Permission
8-Taking Oysters From Unapproved Area’
10-Take Undersize Oysters From Natural Reef
3-Harvest Oysters W/O Oyster Harvesterglicensé
6-Fail To Cull Oysters In Proper Location
2-Possess Wild Birds W/O A License

8-Hunting Froim Moving Vehicle

4-Hunting With Unplugged Gun
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REGION 9 CONI'D, -
8-Hlunt Wild Quadrupeds Hlegal Hours and Artificial Light
6-Hunting From Moving Vehicle
4-Hunting With Unplugged Gun
8-Hunt Wild Quadrupeds lllegal Hours And Artificial Light
6-Hunt From Public Road
1-Hunt From Levee Road
1-Fail To Comply With Hunter Safety Re;gs.
1-|Take Rabbits Illegal Methods ”
1-Hunt Deer Closed Season
1-Take Deer Closed Season
2-Hunt Deer lllegal Hours And Artificial Light
1-Take lllegal Deer Open Season -
1-Hunt Without Muzzle loader License
4-Hunt Raccoons lllegally
1-Plossessing F.iB.A. Without A License
2-Trap F.B.A. Without Resident License
2-Sél| F.B.A. W/O Buyers License
2-Take Non-Game Quadru;neds Ilegally
. 3-Hunting Ducks W/O Federal Stémp
)

1-Hunting With Unsigned Duck Stamp

1-Hunting MGB With Unplugged Gun
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REGION 9 CONT’'D.

2-Hunting MGB lllegal Hours
3-Hunting MGB Over Baited Area
13-Hunting MGB With Illegal Firearm
3-Rallying MGB |
2-Poss. Of Completely Dressed MGB
1-Wanton Waste Of MCB
8-Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only
2-Hunting Doves Closed Seaso;l
6-["ossess O/L Of Coots
2-Possess O/L O; Ducks .
3-Hunt MGB W/O State Stamp
1-Hunt MGB W/O Basic Hunting License
5-Criminal Trespass
T-Illlegal Possession Of Marijuana
4-lllegal Spotlighting From Public Road
1-Littering
5-Theft Of Decoys And Pirogue

1-Flight From An Officer

1-Violation Of Sanitary Code

CONFISCATIIONS;

1

3 spoonbills, 120 coots, 1 redhead, 1 ringneck, 2 gadwalls, 8 teal, 13 gallinule, .
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REGION 9 C‘Q[ﬂ 'D.

: CONE' ISCATIONS CONT’D.:

16 dressed migratory birds, 25 nutria pelts sold for $28.00, 9 raccoon hides soia for

$28.00, 1 beaver pelt sold for $4.00, 2 deer, 76 sacks of aysters returned to water, 4
)

sheephead, 4 whitetrout, 1 speckled trout, 46red drum, 14 black drum,"12 guns, 2 boats,

3 headlights, 2 spotlights, variety shotgun shells, 1 grocery bag with 6 pack beer.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY_FOR REGION 9:
11-Boating 1-Littering

59-Sport Fishing

35-Com‘meréiél Fishing E
52—I:|unting

47-MGB

17-Other
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OYSTER STRIKE FORCE
. TOTAL CASES-41

10-Tak23 Undersize Oysters From Natural Reefs

1-Take Oysters Without Harvesters License -

1-Failure To Have Written Permission To Take Oysters From ‘Private Lease
2-Violation Of Sanitation Code

2-Use Qyster Containers Of Allwther Shipper

5-Failure To Maintain Wholesale/Retail Delaler Records

1-Failure To Have Wholesale/Retail Dealers License

2-Failure To Maintain Oyster Tags For 90 Days

8-Violate Health Regs. No Vessel Tarp

3-Violate Calcasieu Lake Regs.-Take Over The Daily Limit Of Oysters
1-;«\dulterated Oysters |

1-No Shippers Certification Number

|

2-Failure To Refrigerate Oysters Within The Required Time Frame
1-Transport Without Required Transport License

1-Failure To Fill Out Oyster Tags Correctly:

CONFISCATIONS:

44 gall9ns of oysters, 247 sacks of oysters.
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SPECIAL STRIKE FORCE

. TOTAL CASES-40 WMA&REFUGES-15

6-Boating

2-Angling W/O License Non-Ré;ident

1-Hunt Ducks Or Geese Without Federal Stlamp ‘
4-Destroy Legal Crab Traps Or Removing éontents

2-Take Or Possess Undersize Black Drum

1-Take Or Possess Undersize Red Drum

1-Angling Without A License

1-fake/Possess Undersize Commercial Finfish

1-Hunt Without Resi_dent License

7-Hunt From Moying Vehicle/And Or Aircraft

7-Hunt Wild Quadrupeds/And Or Wild Birds Illegal Hours
2-Hunt Without Resident Big Game Licensé

3-Hunt Raccoons/Opossums

2-Take/Possess Non-Game Birds

CONEFISCATIONS:

4 black drum, 1 redfish, 75 Ibs. Crabs, 1 ice chest, 2 lights, 1 redtail hawk, 3 guns, 5

coons, 213 catfish.
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S 0 [0} IT
TOTAL CASES-30 ‘ WMA&REFUGES-13

8-Fishing Without A Basic License

7-Fishing Without A Saltwater License |
1-TaKe/Possess Undersize Red Drum |
2-Take/Possess Undersize Black Drum

1-Buy And Sell Fish Without A Wholesale/Retail Dealers License

S-Fail To Maintain Reccl)rds

2-Hunt From A Moving Vghicle

1-Hunt From A Public Road

2-Hunt Or Take Deer IIIegaI' Hours

1-Discharge Firearm From A Public Road

CONFISCATIONS:

2 rifles, 2 spotted seatrout, 6 bllack drum, &'white trout, 4 sheephead, 4 red drum.
TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR S OQD NVESTIGATIVE

1-Boating |

18-Recreational Fishing

6-Commercial Fishing

6-Hunting
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SW.E.P.

- DELTATIDE AND RIP TIDE .

34 HOURS RUNNING TIME

19 BOATS CHECKED

O CITATIONS
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X CASES &REFUGES- 18

TOTAL CASES - 1674

WILD AGE T AREAS AND UGES ACTIV



(/0 / \l"  Special Investigations Unit
¥ Case Report 1996
Sgt. Jeff Mayne, Sgt. Mark Benton, Sgt. David Folse, Sr. Agent Guy Adams, Sr. Agent
Darryl Moore, Sr. Agent Doug Wild

48 Angling Without A Basic License

Angling Without A Basic License Non-Resident
Angling Without A Saltwater License

Angling Without A Saltwater License Non-Resident
Take or Possess Game Fish Illegally

Possess Over Limit Red Drum

Take or Possess Undersize Red Drum

Take or Possess Undersize Spotted Seatrout
Take or Possess Undersize Black Drum

Posses or Possess Over Limit Spotted Sea Trout
Take or Possess Over Limit Black Drum

Fail to Comply with Charter Boat Regulations
Sell Fish Caught Recreationally
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Not Abiding by Commission Rules and Regulations (Fisheries Violations)
Take or Sell Fish Without Commercial Fishing License
Take Commercial Fish Without Gear License

Take or Possess Commercial Fish Without Vessel License
Sell and/or Buy Fish Without Wholesale/Retail Dealers License
Shed Soft Shell Crabs Without Shedders License

Fail To Maintain Records

Transport Fish Without Required License

Illegal Shipping of Commercial Fish

Possess Game Fish Illegally (Commercial)

Possess Red Drum Illegally (Commercial)

Use Saltwater Gill Net Illegally

Possess Net Without Traversing Permit

Fail To Comply with Federal Law While in EEZ

Selt and/or Purchase Game Fish

Buy Commercial Fish From Unlicensed Fisherman

Possess Crabs in Berry Stage

Allow Another to use Commercial Fisherman’s License
Allow Unlicensed Person to use Commercial Gear License
Allow Unlicensed Person to use Commercial Vessel License
Fail to Comply With Quota Closure Spotted Seatrout

Take Spotted Seatrout Without Permit

Take Spotted Seatrout With Mullet Strike Net in Excess 1200 fi.
Fail To Report Commercial Fishery Data

Take or Possess Undersize Black Drum Commercially

Take or Possess Undersize Hard Crabs

Sell Undersize Hard Crabs

Fail To Comply With Shark Permit Regulations

Operate Commerctal Truck Without Commercial Markings
Violate Mullet Regulations

Take Mullet Commercially Without Permit
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Use More than One Strike Net to Take Mullet Commercially
Possess Red Drum Illegally on Commercial Vessel

Trawl in Closed Season

Use Illegal Mesh Trawl

Fail To Pay Shrimp Severance Tax

Illegal Fishing Breton and Chandeleur

Take More than One Sack Oysters

Take Oysters From Unapproved Area

Take Undersize Oysters from Natural Reef

Take Oysters Closed Season

Fail To Hold Oyster Tags for Sixty Days

Failure to Tag Sacked or Containerized Oysters

Buying For Resale Untagged Oysters

Possession of Untagged Oysters

Fail To Maintain Traceable Oyster Records

Sell Reptiles and Amphibians Without Collectors License
Operate Without Wholesale/Retail Reptile Amphibian License
Fail To Maintain Records Reptiles. and Amphibian.

Fail To Comply with Shipping Regulation Reptiles and Amphibians
Sell Fur Bearing Animal without License

Sell Non-Game Quadruped Closed Season

Improper Dealer Records Furs and Skins

Theft of State Property (Commercial License Money) (Felony)
Violate Lacey Act (Felony)

Conspiracy to Violate Lacey Act (Felony)

Injuring Public Records (Fishery Landing Data) (Felony)
Filing False Public Records (Fishery Reports) (Felony)
Federal Permit Violations

Federal Shark Violations

Federal Fishery Closed Season

Federal Take Undersize Commercial Fish

Hunting Without A Basic License

Hunting From A Moving Vehicle

Hunting With an Unplugged Gun

Hunting From A Public Road

Hunt Deer Illegal Hours with Artificial Light
Violate Wildlife Management Area Regulations
Hunting Ducks Without A Federal Stamp
Hunting Migratory Game Birds With Steel Shot

Public Intimidation (Felony)
Illegal Possession of Marijuana
Driving While Intoxicated

Other Than Wildlife and Fisheries
Littering

Boating Safety



Class One 130

Recreational Fishing 107 Class Two 46
Commercial Fishing S64 Class Three 351

Hunting 13 Class Four 20

Miscellaneous 16 Class Five 28

Boating Safety 8 Class Six 30

Total 708 Non-Class 23

Federal 20

Federal Felonies 15

Felonies 45

Total Minimum Fine Range $225,150.00 to $687,600.00
Seizures Sold

33,875 Pounds Shrimp $48,115.50
19,624 Pounds Red Snapper $29,085.45
1,916 Pounds Shark and Fins $ 1,733.80
4,431 Pounds Yellow Fin Tuna $11,833.75
2,221 Pounds Mahi Mahi $ 2,780.00
10,969 Pounds Black Drum $ 5,299.00
3,145 Head Bull Drum $ 9,435.00
1,198 Pounds Cobia $ 1,925.75
1,732 Pounds Spotted Trout $ 1,767.00
21,172 Pounds Sheepshead $ 5,293.00
16,477 Pounds Crabs $ 5,155.90
204  Gallons Oysters $ 4,855.00
346  Pounds Blue Fin Tuna $ 692.00
149 Sword Fish $ 48425
220 Wahoo $ 220.00
366  Bee Liner $ 34345
434  Greater AmberJack $ 416.25
25 Sacks $ 42500
67 Flounder $ 200.00
160  Catfish $ 280.00
111 Grouper $ 111.00
166  Trigger Fish $ 8445
311 Misc. Fish $ 24990
Total $ 130,785.45

Seizures Returned to Water or Donated

8,981 Undersized Crabs 25 Flounder

77 Spotted Seatrout 941  Undersize Red Snapper
14 Coons 329 Misc. Fish

249  Sacks Oysters 4 Coots

458  Red Ear Turtles
Seized Equipment
10 Trawls 1 Truck 2 Barges
Digital Scale 1 Bag Marijuana 2 Boats
Rifles 2 Skimmer Nets 7,350 Ft. Gill Nets 1 Purse Seine



AGENDA

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
BATON ROUGE, IA . -
January 9, 1997
1:00 PM

A. Roll call \
/!{ Approval of Minutes of December 5, 1996

}4// Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman

4.}  Donation to Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Foundation by
the Bayou State Bowhunters - Hugh Bateman

5. ~ Notice of Intent - Experimental Dove Field Leasing
Program - Fred Kimmel

6 Discussion of Notice of Non-Renewal of Oyster Leases and
Oyster Lease Moratorium - Danny Babin

: Rule Ratification - Special Bait Dealer’s Permit - Brandt
Savoie

/ Declaration of Emergency - Adjustment to- - the 1996/97
Oyster Seasons on the Public Grounds - Ron Dugas

gx///;;forcement & Aviation Reports/December - Winton Vidrine
10. Division Reports

a. New Information & Education Programs

b. Hydrilla in Louisiana

c. 0il Spill, Attakapas WMA
11. Public Comments

12. Adjourn




bvr e b&»?ﬁ @uzsu,‘

L SN |

4 B M@ﬁhb(q Fren o6




HYDRILLA IN LOUISIANA

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Inland Fisheries Division
Aquatic Plant Research and Control Section
Presented to the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
9 January, 1997



Hydrilla in Louisiana

One of the most severe enviro.nmental problems facing our natural areas
is the explosive invasion of exotic pest plants and animals. These organisms
invade and rapidly spread in natural areas with harmful consequences.

Louisiana has more than 6.4 million acres of freshwater habitat . The
state’s economy, it’s renewable fish and' wildlife resources and numerous
recreational activities are strongly based on this endowment. Louisiana is also
blessed with a sub-tropical climate. This climate and our abundant water
resources combine to provide a highly fe;vorable environment for the growth of
a wide variety of aquatic plants, both native and exotic.

Native aquatic plants are generally considered an important component of
the aquatic ecosystem. However, infestations of plants, especially exotic plants,
can exist at a level where temporary benefits to the environment are outweighed
by the adverse effects to the natural aquatic ecosystem and to public utilization.
Native and -exotic species that adversely impact user interests are often referred

to as problematic species.

Aquatic plant communities found in a given area are regulated by the
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available habitat and environmental conditions in that location. Water quality,
water depth, turbidity,_ available nutrients, available sunlight, water flow rate and
temperature all have an effect on the type and species of aquatic vegetation to
be found in any aquatic system. The biology of the plants involved and the
diversity of habitat in Louisiana makes plant management a prdgram that does
not lend itself to a rigid engineering plan. Therefore, any management plan
must be flexible enough to permit changes in operations to accommodate
developing conditions.

The water hyacinth 'is the major pest plant to which Department control
efforts have been directed since the inception of an aquatic weed control
program in Louisiana. Aquatic managers are now at a crossroad in facing yet
another threat to Louisiana’s aquatic ecosystems and their management, Hydrilla
verticillata, an introduced, exotic aquatic plant. Hydrilla is native to the warmer
regions of the Old World. A cosmopolitan species, it is found to occur in
Europe, Asia, Australia, New Zealand, the Pacific Islands, Africa and North and
South America. It tends to be more widespread in tropical areas of the world,
but is also found to occur in temperate regions. In contrast, however, hydrilla

has been collected in Siberia at a location only 9° below the Arctic Circle. It is
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a submersed aquatic species which was first found growing in the United States
in southern Florida in 1960. This introduction was made by the aquarium
industry, interested in the plant as a sales item. Nearly forty years after it’s
introduction, hydrilla infestations in the United States continue to expand. It is
presently found in all the Gulf and Atlantic coast states as far north as Maryland
and Delaware and also in Tennessee, Arizona, California, and Washington.
Hydrilla causes serious problems resulting in major detrimental impacts on
water resources in the United States. In many areas hydrilla has been found to
clog drainage and irrigation canals, prevent boating access for fishing and other
water-related recreation, impede commercial navigation, replace more desirable
native plants, degrade water quality and decrease property values.

In Louisiana, hydrilla was first ideﬁtiﬁed at Spanish Lake, Iberia Parish,
in July 1973. In August 1973, it was also identified in Sibley Lake, near the
city of Natchitoches. Subsequent to these discoveries, the Louisiana Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries immediately established an eradication policy and
through intense efforts spanning several years, v;/as successful in eradicating
hydrilla from both locations. Since 1973, however, it has reappeared and

become established in numerous waterbodies throughout the State. Following
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its initial discovery, it was found in Tbledo Bend Reservoir, Grassy Lake (St.
Martin Parish) and ‘3 south Loﬁisiana marsh lakes; Theriot, Boeuf, and
Penchant. Since then, hydrilla ilas continued to spread to many other
waterbodies throughout Louisiana, including Bayou Lafourche and the
Atchafalaya Basin.

'In 1989 field surveys, hydrilla was found in Caney Lake, located near
Jonesboro, and Lake Rodemacher (Cleco), near Alexandria. In an almost
methodical fashion, new infestations have recently been documented in the
following waterbodies: Black Lake (Natchitoches), Bundicks Lake, False
River, Half-Moon Bayou (St. Landry Parish), Lake Kincaid, Lake Martin,
Miller’s Lake, Saline-Larto Complex, Spanish Lake (New Iberia),Cotile Lake,
Spring Bayou Wildlife Management Area, Henderson Lake, Lake Bistineau,
Smithport Lake (Caddo Parish), Spanish Lake (Iberville Parish); Chicot Lake,
Flag Lake (Barksdale AFB), Iatt Lake, and Smith Bay (Grassy Lake WMA).
Due to the vast expanse of suitable habitat statewide and recent trends in
discovering new infestations, it is highly probable that numerous, yet
undiscovered, infestations exist or soon will.

One of the early mysteries concerning hydrilla was how it could become
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established and then displace native aquatic plants. Research has answered
many of those questions. A uniéue and very competitive characteristic of
hydrilla is it’s growth habit. Hydrilia grows very rapidly, reportedly from one
to three inches per day. It produces very dense branches in the upper 2-3 feet
of water which allow it to intercept up to 95% of the sunlight in the top one foot
of the water column, thereby shading out other aquatic plants. Hydrilla also
makes efficient use of other resources available to it. The tissue of a hydrilla
plant is mostly water, from 95% to as much as 99%. Consequently, it can
produce a large quantity of fresh plant material from a limited supply of the
essential plant nutrients carbon, nitrogen and phosphorus. It is also a luxury
consumer of phosphorus, meaning that it can continue to absorb and store the
nutrient beyond it’s need for growth, thereby competing directly with
phytoplankton, which is the basis for the food chain in aquatic systems.
Hydrilla also has complex physiological adaptations. For example,
adaptations which allow hydrilla to utilize lower light levels for photosynthesis
mean that hydrilla can begin to photosynthesize earlier in the morning, thus out
competing other aquatic plants for limited dissolved carbon in the water. It can

also absorb carbon from the water at lower concentrations than other aquatic
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plants. It’s low light requirement (1% or less of full sunlight) also allows
hydrilla to colonize in_ deeper wate.r. It has been found growing in depths up to
18' in Toledo Bend , 23' in Lake Cénroe, and 50' near Crystal River, Florida .
It thrives in a variety of water conditions: clear to muddy, acid to alkaline
(grows best at a pH range of 6 - 8), fertile (eutrophic) to infertile (oligotrophic).
Hydrilla can also tolerate salinities up to 10 parts per thousand. Once
established, hydrilla becomes the dominant plant thereby displacing most all
native vegetation. This results in a mono-typic culture and a loss of native
biodiversity and those organisms dependent on that diversity.

Hydrilla is generally rooted to the bottom, although fragments break loose
and are capable of surviving in a free-floating state. It has been documented that
almost 50% of hydrilla fragments having a single whorl (a circular arrangement
of leaves around the stem) can sprout a new plant. Larger fragments have an
even greater ability to regrow. This means that small amounts of hydrilla on
boat trailers, in bait buckets, ice chests or live wells, or dumped from an
aquarium can very easily spread the plant from one location to another. Stem
branching is usually sparse until the plant approaches the water’s surface, then

branching can become profuse. Hydrilla also produces many horizontal above
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ground stems (stolons) and underground stems (rhizomes). It’s leaves are 1/8 to
1/4 of an inch wide, 1/3 to 2/3 of an inch long, and occur in whorls of 3-8. The
leaves have numerous small, sharp teeth along the margins. The underside of
the leaf midrib has either spines or glands giving the plant its rough texture.

Hydrilla is unique in that it can be either monoecious (both male and
female flowers on the same plant) or dioecious (only male or female flowers on
the same plant). To date monoecious populations have been found only to exist
in the mid-Atlantic states. Elsewhere, including Louisiana, all plants found thus
far are dioecious (female) and have not produced seeds.

The importance of seed production to hydrilla dispersal is not known.
Seed p.roduction and viability is low compared to many other plants. It is
probably of minor importance when compared to hydrilla’s success at vegetative
reproduction. However, seeds of many other plants can be ingested by birds,
carried for long distances, and passed through in a viable condition. If this is
true for hydrilla seed, it may be an important means of natural long distance
dispersal. While vegetative reproduction is important for short distance
dispersal, man has proven to be quite efficient at transporting hydrilla fragments

long distances.



In addition to previously mentioned methods of reproduction, hydrilla
also pfoduces specialized vegetative reproductive structures called turions and
tubers. Turions are compact, dormant buds located in the leaf axils which
detach and allow the plants tp survive the winter. These structures are
approximately 3/16 to 5/16 of an inch long, dark green in color, with a spiny
appearance. Tubers are fleshy reproductive structures located on the ends of
rhizomes, which are underground stems and can be found up to 12 inches deep
in the sediment. They are 3/16 - 7/16 of an inch long and are usually light
colored. Tubers and turions can withstand extremely adverse conditions such
as cold water temperatufes (including ice cover), drying, ingestion and
regurgitation by waterfowl, and herbicide applications. One single plant has
been shown to have produced more than 5,000 new tubers per square meter |
(465/sq. ft). They can remain viable for several days out of water and for

indefinite periods in damp soil.



Control Methods

Once established, eradication of hydrilla is practically impossible. It’s
adaptability to widely varying environmental conditions, it’s explosive growth
rate and it’s ability to reproduce in several ways throughout it’s life cycle are all
factors that allow it to out-compete more desirable plants. These factors also
make it extremely difficult to control. There are severalh options available,
however, for providing some measure of control. These include herbicides,
mechanical removal, biological control, and water level manipulation or lake
drawdown. Individual options, including advantages and disadvantages of each

are as follows:

-Herbicides: There are four EPA registered herbicides presently available that
will successfully control hydrilla. These include copper, diquat, endothall, and
fluridone. Copper is used rﬁainly in combination with diquat or endothall.
These products are expensive and some may require repeated treatments.
Depending on water depth, cost per acre could range from $3 50 - $600. There
are circumstances where herbicides cannot be used at all due to label restrictions

for domestic water intakes or diffusion in rapidly moving water. Tubers and

9



turi.ons are not affected by these herbicides.

-Mechanical Control: Commercial équatic weed harvesters are available that can
temporarily remove hydrilla from é ;Jvaterbody. They are expensi‘ve to purchase,
maintain, and operate and hydrilla’s rabid growth rate would require multiple
harvests. They are considered ineffective in that they are only capable of
removing approximately 3 acres of vegetation per day at a cost of up to $1500
per acre.

-Biological Control: An effective biological agent can be the most cost effective
method of hydrilla control. Sterile triploid grass carp are the most effective
biological agent currently used in achieving control. Although hydrilla is it’s
preferred food, these “nonspecific” herbivores will consume other types of
submersed and some emergent aquatic vegetation. Other biological control
agents such as insects and plant pathogens are still being researched and are not
available for general use.

-Water Level Manipulation: Lake drawdowns, or the artificial lowering of water

levels, have also been utilized for hydrilla control. Their use is limited to
waterbodies that have adequate control structures and hydrologic characteristics

to adequately control water levels and where lowered water levels will not
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interfere with other primary water uses such as domestic or irrigation supplies,
navigation, or hydroelectric power i)roduction. This method has been successful
for controlling various other aquatic plant species but provides only limited
control of hydrilla. Lakes currently undergoing drawdown procedures in
Louisiana for hydrilla control include Lake Bistineau, Chicot Lake, Henderson
Lake, and Spring Bayou (Avoyelles Parish). Iatt Lake is scheduled to be drawn
down in 1997 for hydrilla control.

Due to the vast acreage of aquatic habitat in Louisiana, it is difficult to
accurately estimate the number of acres of hydrilla currently infesting state
waters. Statewide aerial surveys conducted by Aquatic Plant Research and
Control Section technical staff in May and June 1996 indicated a very
conservative estimate of approximately 30,000 acres . Factors hampering these
visual observations include hydrilla growth patterns, high water conditions,
water turbidity, and tree canopies in many areas of the state, especially within
the Atchafalaya Basin. Dué to these impairments, our vast areas of aquatic
habitat, and significant increases in public complaints, it is speculated that the
infestation could be more than twice the reported estimates. Each day the

problem increases as hydrilla continues to spread throughout the state. As has
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been the case in other states, Louisiana will never be able to completely
eradicate hydrilla. C_onsequently,‘the only remaining option will be to learn
how to manage it within our capébilities. Based on the biology and field
" experiences with hydrilla infestations in the southeastern United States, to do
nothing with the rapidly developing hydrilla infestation will ultimately result in
an economic as well as an ecological disaster to the state of Louisiana.
Furthermore, unless appropriate action is taken to adequately address the
problem we are facing, hydrilla will continue its relentless encroachment upon

the aquatic resources of our state.

Recommendations
At this time the Department has no funded submersed vegetation control
program. To establish and maintain such a program would require a continuous
appropriation of significant additional funding. If the Department were to
engage in such a program, it is recommended the ﬁroblem be addressed
statewide on a priority-use basis rather than selectively treating certain lakes.
Hydrilla is one of several invasive exotic plants presently designated

noxious and it’s importation is prohibited by state and federal statutes. The state
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statute should be amended to include the prohibition of both interstate and
intrastate movement of these plants. Legislation to accomplish this is scheduled
for introduction during the 1997 legislative session.

Once introduced and naturalized, these exotic pests forever change our
native plant diversity and the organisms dependant upon that diversity. Severe
infestations will negatively impact the state’s economy and will cost millions of
dollafs annually to manage. A concerted effort should be made by the
Department to educate the public to the danger and damage introductions of all
exotic species such as hydrilla, water hyacinth, and zebra mussels can have on

Louisiana’s extensive and invaluable water resources.
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Hydrilla Facts
Rapid growth, up to 1- 3 inches per day.

Profuse branching near the surface allows it to intercept 95% of the
sunlight thereby shading out other aquatic plants.

Hydrilla plant tissue contains mostly water, 95% - 99%.
Can reduce available irrigation water supplies as much as 60%.

Infestations can become so dense that birds and small animals can walk
across the vegetation. -

It is virtually impossible for conventional outboard motor powered boats
to navigate through hydrilla because propellers and water intakes get
clogged.

Nearly 50% of hydrilla fragments having a single whorl of leaves can
produce a new plant.

In Florida, a single tuber was documented to have produced 160 pounds
of vegetative growth and resulted in the production of more than 6,000
tubers in the soil after only 4 months of growth!
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ENF_521U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT

DATE: 3-JAN-1997

CURRENT MONTH FISCAL YEAR TO DATE INCEPTION TO DATE

12/01/1996 TO 12/31/1996 07/01/1996 TO 12/31/1996 12/31/1996
#- CASES AMOUNT # CASES AMOUNT # CASES AMOUNT
ORIG RESTITUTION VALUES ENTERED 13 $238,1366.04 190 $350,530.41 3,244 $2,193,762.30
HEARING COSTS ASSESSED 4 $100.00 43 $1,075.00 112 $2,800.00
SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 331 $269,865.45-
SALES EXCEEDING RESTITUTION 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 148 $71,951.21
RESTITUTION ASSESSED 13 $238,466.04 190 $351,605.41 3,244 $1,998,648.06
PAYMENTS . s . 22 $5,877.18- 157 $24,964.18- 2,077 $310,679.84-
DISCOUNTS ' FOR TIMELY ‘PAYMENTS 14 $2,121.53- 129 $13,113.63- 1,380 $152,710.90-
'OVERPAYMENTS . 0 $0.00 8 $86.45 80 $1,570.11
:REFUND . OF .OVERPAYMENT: - 0 $0.00 3 $84.47 34 $7,109.90
“APPLIED CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 4 $18,449.45~
APPLIED EXCEEDING BALANCE DUE 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 4 $10,601.49
REFUND . OF - CONFISCATED COMMOD. 0 $0.00 1 $515.60 17 $75,953.27
RETURNED CHECKS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 1 $36.75
MISC. ADJUSTMENTS ‘- ‘-
~DEBITS . 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 2 $35.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 12 $9.37-
REASSESSMENTS
DEBITS 0 $0.00 3 $632.64 18 $6,532.69
CREDITS 0 $0.00 7 $20,581.22- 50 $33,319.14-
WRITE-OFFS 1 $26.13- 3 $576.47- 204 $112,914.31-
ASSESSMENTS WITHDRAWN 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 6 $1,399.24-
FOUND NOT RESPONSIBLE 0 $0,00 9 $3,104.57- 21 $22,867.51-
CASES' VOIDED BY ENFORCEMENT 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 2 $97.80-
** TOTAL OUTSTANDING 927 $1,448,039.71
FOOTNOTE :
PAYMENTS FROM COLLECTION EFFORT 1 $20.00 5 $100.00 51 $10,940.67
AMOUNT PAID TO COLLECTOR : $5.00 $25.00 $2,735.16
FORFEIT OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 o - $0.00 *
AGING OF SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODITIES AGING OF QUTSTANDING CASES .
VIOLATION DATE UNKNOWN . 0 $0.00 CAN NOT BE INVOICED 2 $37.50
1 - 30 DAYS 0 $0.00 1 - 30 DAYS 8 $4,603.00
31 - 60 DAYS 5 $1,610.90 -31 -: 60 DAYS 21 $12,208.¢68
61 - 90 .DAYS 9 $9,091.85 61 -: 90 DAYS 11 $8,019.22
91 - 120 DAYS 17 $13,721.75 91 -°120 DAYS 12 $2,279.34
121 - 150 DAYS 24 $23,359.70 121 - 150 DAYS 11 $1,968.78
151 - 180 DAYS . 9 $2,278.65 151 - 180 DAYS 18 $50,711.38
181 - 365 DAYS 102 $121,917.48 181 - 365 'DAYS 81 $47,135.69
-OVER ONE YEAR 157 $122,433.07 CASES SENT FOR COLLECTION 13 $159,918.42
OVER TWO YEARS 86 $59,877.47 OVER 1 YEAR PENDING 0 $0.00
OVER THREE YEARS 21 $6,279.50 OVER 1 YEAR (OTHER) 750 $1,161,157.70
** TOTAL AGING 430 $360,570.37 ** POTAL AGING 927 . 61,448,039.71



MONTHLY CIVIL RESTITUTION REPORT

PERIOD NO.CASES  AMOUNT CREDITFOR NO.CASES AMOUNT DISCOUNTS Percemt  Percent
ASSESSED  ASSESSED SALEGOODS PAID  PAID  TAKEN Deoltars Paid Cases Paid

FISCAL YEAR 1993-94

July, 1993 25 21,039 (9,778) 29 4855 2,545
Aug., 1993 53 44922 (1,137 41 7950 3,603
Sept., 1993 42 137635 (17,938) 35 6783 3,048
Oct., 1993 49 2147 (11,282) 40 3285 1,519
Nov., 1993 57 31207 (13,260) 32 3,053 2,845
Dec., 1993 53 13,777 27 6,507 6,713
Jan., 1994 38 18918 32 4423 2,831
Feb., 1994 68 38,131 (8,238) 46 9,124 5,993
Mar,, 1994 38 22,739 (2,482) 51 10,854 6,796
April, 1994 14 44732 (1,404) 27 1307 4,632
May, 1994 - 10 4504 (165) 7 5447 3,808
June, 1994 29 26,167 (2,986) 12 1,886 1214
Total FY 1994 476 425242 (68,670) 379 71474 45547 215%  79.6%

FISCAL YEAR 1994-95

July, 1994 ’ 17 2,127 335) 23 2,101 1,437
Aug., 1994 41 96,403 (3,035) 20 1,010 605
Sept., 1994 34 14614 (14,002) 26 2,596 2,342
Oct., 1994 94 17,426 (8,677) 38 2,922 3,179
Nov., 1994 43 103,592 45 3,992 2,803
Dec., 1994 68 31,400 35 4315 2,329
Jen., 1995 55 27,601 52 7,493 4,921
Feb., 1995 70 61,119 41 6,472 3,973
Mar., 1995 31 25072 44 8,315 4,737
Apr., 1995 ’ 13 15353 16 3,565 1,538
May., 1995 23 11632 16 4,315 654
June 1995 45 31,008 18 2,630 1,025
Total FY 1995 534 437,347 (26,049) 374 49726 29,543 181%  70.0%

FICAL YEAR 1995-96

July, 1995 0 0

Aug,, 1995 46 17,425 27 9,028 1,729
Sept., 1995 1 125 21 3,093 2,049
Oct., 1995 122 206,244 29 2,720 1,161
Nov., 1995 ‘ 55 23,124 62 10,151 6,383
Dec., 1995 50 18,607 32 4,781 2,803
Jan., 1996 49 13815 (15,296) 36 5297 3,473
Feb., 1996 50 14717 38 5,778 3,417
Mar., 1996 33 24937 36 6035 3,422
Apr., 1996 30 11,007 36 7,173 2,712
May., 1996 23 7,989 24 3942 2,020
June 1996 50 22,151 16 2,79 1,182
Total FY 1996 509 360,141 (15,296) 357 60,787 30,350 25.3% 70.1%

FICAL YEAR 1995-96

July, 1996 40 71,894 32 5,250 2,948
Aug,, 1996 32 5,363 32 6,255 3,784
Sept., 1996 41 7,210 29 2,260 1,327
Oct., 1996 29 11,093 25 3,698 2,262
Nov., 1996 20 10,009 22 1,625 698
Dec., 1996, 13 238,466 22 5,877 2,122
Jan., 1997

Feb., 1997

Mar., 1997

Apr., 1997

May., 1997

June 1997

Total FY 1997 175 344,034 0 162 24,964 13,140 1.1%  92.6%
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JANUARY 1997 COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA REVISED

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has revised the agenda for its next meeting,
scheduled for Thursday, Jan. 9, 1997, at 1 p.m.
The meeting, to be held in the Louisiana Room of Wildlife and Fisheries headquarters,

2000 Quail Dr., Baton Rouge, is open to the public. The revised agenda follows.

1.

2
3.
4

00 ~ O\ n

10.

11
12.

Roll call.

Approval of minutes of Dec. 5, 1996.

Election of Commission chairman and vice-chairman.

Donation to the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Foundation by the Bayou State
Bowhunters.

Notice of Intent: experimental dove field leasing program.

Discussion of notice of non-renewal of oyster leases and oyster lease moratorium.

Ratification of rule: special bait dealer’s permit.

Declaration of Emergency: adjustment of the 1996-97 oyster seasons on public
grounds.

Enforcement and Aviation reports — December.

Division reports.

ﬁ. New Information and Education programs.

b. Hydrilla in Louisiana.

c. Oil spill, Attakapas Wildlife Management Area.

Public comments.

Adjourn.
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January 6, 1997
NEWS RELEASE

APPROVED:

AMENDED AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by
the Ccmmission for 1:00 P.M. on Thursday, January 9, 1997, in the
Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail
Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

Roll Call
Approval of Minutes of December 5, 1996
Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman

Donation to Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Foundation by
the Bayou State Bowhunters

Notice of Intent - Experimental Dove Field Leasing
Program

Discussion of Notice of Non-Renewal of Oyster Leases and
Oyster Lease Moratorium

-~

Rule Ratification - Special Bait Dealer’s Permit

Declaration of Emergency - Adjustment to the 1996/97
Oyster Seasons on the Public Grounds

Enforcement & Aviation Reports/December

Division Reports

a. New Information & Education Programs

b. Hydrilla in Louisiana ’ :
c. 0il Spill, Attakapas WMA ‘

Public Comments

Adjourn
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JANUARY 1997 COMMISSION MEETING SET

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission will conduct its next regular meeting at 1

p.m. onJan. 9, 1997, in the Louisiana Room of Wildlife and Fisheries headquarters, 2000 Quail

Dr., Baton Rouge.

The meeting is open to the public. The agenda follows.

1.

2
3.
4

L

10.
11.

Roll call.

Approval of minutes of Dec. 5, 1996.

Election of Commission chairman and vice-chairman.

Donation to the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Foundation by the Bayou State
Bowhunters.

Notice of Intent: experimental dove field leasing program.

Ratification of rule: special bait dealer’s permit.

Declaration of Emergency: adjustment of the 1996-97 oyster seasons on public

grounds.
Enforcement and Aviation reports — December.
Division reports.
a. New Information and Education programs.
b. Hydrilla in Louisiana.
c. Oil spill, Attakapas Wildlife Management Area.
Public comments.
Adjourn.
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James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Covernor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

(504)765-2800

December 23, 1996

MEMORANDUM
TO: Chairman and Members of Commissio
FROM: James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary

SUBJECT: January {lommission Meeting Agenda

The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 1:00 P.M.
on Thursday, January 9, 1997, in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife
and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:
1. Roll Call
2. Approval of Minutes of December 5, 1996

3. Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman

OFFICE QOF WILDLIFE

4, Donation to Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Foundation by
the Bayou State Bowhunters

5. Notice of Intent - Experimental Dove Field Leasing
Program

OFFICE OF FISHERIES
6. Rule Ratification - Special Bait Dealer’s Permit

7. Declaration of Emergency - Adjustment to the 1996/97
Oyster Seasons on the Public Grounds

WINTON VIDRINE

8. Enforcemant & Aviation Reports/December

An Equ«'nl Opportunity Emp]oycr
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9. Division Reports
a. New Information & Education Programs
b. Hydrilla in Louisiana

c. 0il Spill, Attakapas WMA

10. Public Comments

JHJ :sch

C: Clyde Kimball
Johnnie Tarver
Don Puckett
John Medica
Division Chiefs



December 23, 1996
NEWS RELEASE
APPROVED:

AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regqular public board meeting has been scheduled by
the Commission for 1:00 P.M. on Thursday, January 9, 1997, in the
Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail
Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

10.

11.

Roll Call
Approval of Minutes of December 5, 1996
Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman

Donation to Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Foundation by
the Bayou State Bowhunters

Notice of 1Intent - Experimental Dove Field Leasing
Program

Rule Ratification - Special Bait Dealer’s Permit

Declaration of Emergency - Adjustment to the 1996/97
Oyster Seasons on the Public Grounds

Enforcement & Aviation Reports/December
Division Reports

a. New Information & Education Programs
b. Hydrilla in Louisiana

c. 0il Spill, Attakapas WMA

Public Comments

Adjourn



FAX_TRANSMITTAL

TO: Glynn Carver, Chairman

FAX#

FROM Susan Hawkins

RE: January Commission Agenda

The attached is for your approval. I am sending
it early due to the upcoming holidays!

Hope you and your family have a good holiday season!

Thank you.

DATE: 12/18/96

TIME SENT

FOR INFORMATION CALL (504) 765-2806
OUR FAX # (504) 765-2607
PAGES TO FOLLOW 2




MEMORANDUM

TO: Chairman and Members of Commission
FROM: James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
SUBJECT: January Commission Meeting Agenda
The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 1:00 P.M.

on Thursday, January 9, 1997, in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife
and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:

1. Reoll cCall
2. Approval of Minutes of December 5, 1996
3. Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE

4. Donation to Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Foundation by
the Bayou State Bowhunters

5. Notice of 1Intent - Experimental Dove Field Leasing
Program

OFFICE OF FISHERTIES

6. Rule Ratification - Special Bait Dealer’s Permit

7. Declaration of Emergency - Adjustment to the 1996/97
Oyster Seasons on the Public Grounds

WINTON VIDRINE

8. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/December



Page 2
Commission Meeting

9. Division Reports
a. New Information & Education Programs
b. Hydrilla in Louisiana

c. 0il Spill, Attakapas WMA

10. Public Comments

JHJ : sch

C: Clyde Kimball
Johnnie Tarver
Don Puckett
John Medica
Division Chiefs
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James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife and Fisherics M.J. "Mike" Foster
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Governor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

' (504)765-2800

December 5, 1996

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, and lXSsistant Secretary-Office of
Fisheriesy

FROM: James It y 24 ., Secretary
SUBJECT: Commission Meetfé; Agenda - January 9, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan
Hawkins by Wednesda December 18th any agenda items your office
may have for the Thursday, January 9th Commission Meeting to be
held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries
Building, 2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m.
on January 9th. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your
cooperation!

JHJI/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett )
Winton Vidrine z gof‘.. A’msrmm-r T 1996/97. Ovener
Hugh Bateman = , 4
Bennie Fontenot FASews on "‘“?’5"& @Covuos "?MTWQAS
- Karen Foote B
Wynnette Kees

Karl Turner =) 9@
Lyle Soniat RE@

James Manning
PCO S %

ASST. SECRETARY
QFFICE OF FISHERIES

‘) fBLS’EA'n RicATord §Ecu'l l-_gl?.h‘n m’?rzmxr ROGTAM
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James H. Jenkins, Jr.

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster

Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Governor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(504)765-2800
December 5, 1996

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of
Fisheriegs™

FROM: James 7 ., Secretary

SUBJECT: Commission

o’
Meet{;; Agenda - January 9, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan

Hawkins by Wednesda

December 18th any agenda items your office

may have for the Thursday, January 9th Commission Meeting to be
held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries

Building, 2000 Quail

Drive. This meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m.

on January 9th. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please

return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we

have published the a

Resolutions and

genda in the state journal.

Notices of Intent should be included with the

list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your

cooperation!
JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett
Winton Vidrine
Hugh Bateman
Bennie Fontenot
e Karen Foote
Wynnette Kees
Karl Turner
Lyle Soniat
James Manning
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James H. Jenkins, Jr. - ’ Departmen{ of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Governor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(504)765-2800
December 5, 1996
MEMORANDUM
TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-

Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of
Fisheries’

FROM: James H y ., Secretary
SUBJECT: Commission Meetfy/ Agenda - January 9, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan
Hawkins by Wednesda December 18th any agenda items your office
may have for the Thursday, January 9th Commission Meeting to be
held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries
Building, 2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m.
on January 9th. If you do not have anything for the agenda lease
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the

list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your
cooperation!
JHJ/sch 2 [ 146
cc: Commissioners Zlﬂa4, <£udo~h,:
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James H. Jenkins, Jr Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 | Covernor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(504)765-2800

December 5, 1996

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of
Fisheries:

FROM: James H a7 dh ., Secretary
SUBJECT: Commission Meetfgg Agenda - January 9, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan
Hawkins by Wednesda December 18th any agenda items your office
may have for the Thursday, January 9th Commission Meeting to be
held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries
Building, 2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m.
on January 9th. If you do not have anvthing for the agenda lease
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be incluygded with- the

list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you f your
cooperation!
JHJ/sch
cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett e
Winton Vidrine . :
Hugh Bateman i

Bennie Fontenot
oTTTT Karen Foote
Wynnette Kees
Karl Turner
Lyle Soniat
James Manning
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James H. Jenkins, Jr.

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster

Secretary Post Olfice Box 98000 Governor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(504)765-2800
December 5, 1996
MEMORANDUM
TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of
Fisheries’
L
FROM: James Xk ., Secretary

- v’
SUBJECT: Commission Meetfz; Agenda - January 9, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan

Hawkins by Wednesda

December 18th any agenda items your office

may have for the Thursday, January 9th Commission Meeting to be
held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries

Building, 2000 Quail

Drive. This meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m.

on January 9th. If vou do not have anything for the agenda lease

return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we

have published the a

Resolutions and

genda in the state journal.

Notices of Intent should be included with the

list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your

cooperation!
JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett
Winton vidrine
Hugh Bateman
Bennie Fontenot

T Karen Foote
Wynnette Kees
Karl Turner
Lyle Soniatv”
James Manning
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James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Covernor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(504)765-2800

December 5, 1996

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of
FisheriesZ

[
FROM: JamesAE;?/k We4? \d)r., Secretary

P
SUBJECT: Commission Meetfgg Agenda - January 9, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan
Hawkins by Wednesday, December 18th any agenda items your office
may have for the Thursday, January 9th Commission Meeting to be
held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries
Building, 2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m.
on January 9th. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your
cooperation!

JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett
Winton Vidrine
Hugh Bateman
Bennie Fontenot
Karen Foote
Wynnette Kees
Karl Turner
Lyle Soniat
James Manning
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